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US Business Upbeat Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh: discussants in
Washington, DC
Bangladesh under the dynamic Leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
making strong strides towards becoming a middle income country by 2021 and to achieve
that goal needs a massive investment from USA and elsewhere. Bangladesh Ambassador
to USA Mr. Akramul Qader said this in Washington, DC today while addressing a
luncheon discussion of high ranking executives of US companies, organized by Business
Council for International Understanding (BCIU), a leading think tank founded in 1955 by
US President Dwight Eisenhower. The event was co-hosted by MetLife and Trans-Fast
Remittance LLC., two US-based companies with active business presence in Bangladesh.
Highlighting Bangladesh’s achievements since its independence, Ambassador Qader
briefed the US businessmen of the government’s vision to fulfill the dreams of the Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He said that Bangladesh is
maintaining an average GDP growth rate of 6% over the last decade and has been able to
attract more than one billion US dollar of FDI. Citing various successes in the socioeconomic sectors he urged for increased US investment in Bangladesh as well as further
increase in bilateral trade. The Ambassador informed the meeting that the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has undertaken various initiatives for regional connectivity
with a view to linking Bangladesh to neighboring India, Nepal and Bhutan as well as
Myanmar and China via Asian Highway and also railway connection in the course of
next couple of years. Referring to Bangladesh’s initiative for a deep sea-port in
Chittagong , Ambassador Qader commented this would turn Bangladesh into a regional
hub.
Joining the discussion Ms. Diana Keegan, Director, International Government Relations
of MetLife LLC. Informed that MetLife has its presence in Bangladesh for the last 50
years. She also said that the company is planning to expand its operation by offering
some new products. The other co-host Mr. Samish Kumar informed that they are in a

high regulated sector in Bangladesh for last three years and are very satisfied with their
business. Mr Samish, in particular, expressed satisfaction for the cooperation he received
in interactions with the government functionaries. Mr.Peter J. Tichansky President and
CEO of BCIU commented that Bangladesh is being quite wrongly portrayed only as a
poor country, despite its tremendous potential. The participants, who have a firsthand
knowledge of doing business in Bangladesh spoke very positively and also expressed
great hope for the future of Bangladesh economy.
In his closing remarks, Ambassador Qader highlighted the empowerment of
women in Bangladesh. He mentioned that Bangladesh already achieved gender parity in
Primary and Secondary School enrollment. 80% of the four million workforce in the
RMG sector is women folk and any investment there would not only bring economic
emancipation but also help reduce gender gap in economic activities, he said. Attended
by leading businessmen, the event is part of Embassy’s efforts to reach out to the
stakeholders in the US having deep interests in Bangladesh.
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‡cÖm weÁwß
14 RyjvB, 2011
evsjv‡`‡k wewb‡qv‡M gvwK©b e¨emvqx‡`i Drmvn cÖKvk

cÖavbgš¿x †kL nvwmbvi MwZkxj †bZ…‡Z¦ evsjv‡`k 2021 mv‡ji g‡a¨ GKwU ga¨ Av‡qi †`‡k DbèxZ nIqvi Rb¨
cÖ‡Póv Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q| G jÿ¨ AR©‡bi Rb¨ cÖ‡qvRb gvwK©b hy³ivóªmn Ab¨vb¨ †`k n‡Z e¨vcK wewb‡qvM| 1955 mv‡j
gvwK©b †cÖwm‡W›U AvB‡RbnvIqvi KZ…©K cÖwZwôZ hy³iv‡óªi GK kxl©¯’vbxq M‡elYv cÖwZôvb ÔweR‡bm KvDwÝj di
B›Uvib¨vkbvj AvÛvi÷¨vwÛsÕ(BCIU) Gi D‡`¨v‡M Av‡qvwRZ 14 GwcÖj 2011 GK Av‡jvPbvq e³e¨ cÖ`vbKv‡j gvwK©b
hy³iv‡óª wbhy³ evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~Z Ges cÖwZgš¿x Rbve AvKivgyj Kv‡`i GK_v e‡jb| evsjv‡`‡k mwµqfv‡e e¨emviZ
Ô‡gUjvBdÕ Ges ÔUªvÝdv÷© †iwg‡UÝ GjGjwmÕ bvgK `ywU gvwK©b cÖwZôvb AbyôvbwUi mnAv‡qvR‡Ki f~wgKv cvjb K‡i|
m¦vaxbZvi ci †_‡K evsjv‡`‡ki AwR©Z mvd‡j¨i cÖwZ gvwK©b e¨emvqx‡`i `…wó AvKl©Y K‡i ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i e‡jb
eZ©gvb miKvi e½eÜz †kL gywReyi ingv‡bi m¦cè evmÍevq‡b A½xKvive×| wZwb e‡jb, weMZ `k‡K evsjv‡`k avivevwnKfv‡e
Qq kZvsk wRwWwc cÖe…w×i nvi eRvq †i‡L‡Q Ges Gmgq evsjv‡`k GK wewjqb Wjv‡ii AwaK gvwK©b wewb‡qvM AvKl©‡b
mÿg n‡q‡Q| Av_©-mvgvwRK wewfbè m~P‡K evsjv‡`‡ki AR©‡bi cÖmsM D‡jøL K‡i ivóª`~Z evsjv‡`‡k Av‡iv AwaK nv‡i
wewb‡qvM Ges wØcvwÿK evwYR¨ m¤úªmvi‡Yi Dci ¸iæZ¦v‡ivc K‡ib| ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i Zuvi e³‡e¨ AvÂwjK AeKvVv‡gv
m¤úªmvi‡Y eZ©gvb miKvi KZ…©K M…wnZ wewfbè c`‡ÿ‡ciI weeiY †`b| wZwb e‡jb, AvMvgx K‡qKeQ‡ii g‡a¨ Gwkqvb
nvBI‡q Ges ‡ij †hvMv‡hv‡Mi gva¨‡g cÖwZ‡ekx †`k fviZ, †bcvj I f~Uvb Ges GKBm‡½ gvqvbgvi I Px‡bi mv‡_ moK I
†ijc‡_ AvÂwjK †hvMv‡hvM †Rvi`vi n‡e| wZwb PÆMÖv‡g Mfxi mgy`ª wbg©v‡b eZ©gvb miKv‡ii D‡`¨vM m¤ú©‡KI gvwK©b
e¨emvqx‡`i AewnZ K‡ib| wZwb Avkv cÖKvk K‡ib, G mKj D‡`¨v‡Mi Dci wfwË K‡i A`~i fwel¨‡Z evsjv‡`k AvÂwjK
†K›`ªwe›`y‡Z iƒcvšÍwiZ n‡e|
‡gUjvBd GjGmwm-Gi AvšÍR©vwZK welqK cwiPvjK wgm& Wvqvbv ‡KMvb Zvi e³‡e¨ e‡jb, ‡gUjvBd weMZ 50
eQi evsjv‡`‡k e¨emvwqK Kg©KvÛ cwiPvjbv Ki‡Q| m‡šÍvlRbK AwfÁvZvi Kvi‡Y †Kv¤cvbxwU eZ©gv‡b evsjv‡`‡k Zv‡`i
e¨emv m¤úªmvi‡Y cwiKíbv MÖnb Ki‡Q| UªvÝdv÷© †iwg‡UÝ †Kv¤úvbxi cÖwZwbwa Rbve mgxi Kzgvi weMZ wZb eQi
evsjv‡`‡k Zv‡`i e¨emvwqK AwfÁvZvi K_v ej‡Z wM‡q miKvix cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni mn‡hvwMZvg~jK gvbwmKZvi cÖksmv
K‡ib| wewmAvBBD Gi †cÖwm‡W›U I cÖavb wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©v Rbve wcUvi †R wUKvbw¯‹ e‡jb, wecyj m¤fvebv _vKv m‡Ë¦I
evsjv‡`k‡K GKwU `wi`ª †`k wn‡m‡e wPwnèZ Kiv nq Zv mwVK bq| evsjv‡`‡k mivmwi e¨emvi AwfÁZv i‡q‡Q, Abyôv‡b
Dcw¯’Z Ggb mK‡jB evsjv‡`‡ki A_©bxwZi fwel¨r wb‡q AZ¨šÍ Avkve¨ÄK I cÖksmvm~PK e³e¨ iv‡Lb|

cÖ‡køvËi c‡e© ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i bvixi ÿgZvq‡b evsjv‡`‡ki mvd‡j¨i Dci ¸iæZ¦ Av‡ivc K‡ib| wZwb e‡jb,
evsjv‡`k B‡Zvg‡a¨B cÖv_wgK I gva¨wgK ¯‹z‡j QvÎfwZ©i †ÿ‡Î bvix cyiæ‡li mgZv Avbq‡b mÿg n‡q‡Q| wZwb Av‡iv
e‡jb, evsjv‡`‡k •Zix †cvkvK wk‡í wb‡qvwRZ Pvi wgwjqb kÖwg‡Ki kZKiv 80 fvM bvix| d‡j G wk‡í †h †Kvb wewb‡qvM
†`‡ki mvwe©K A_©‣bwZK Dbèq‡bi cvkvcvwk Avw_©K †ÿ‡Î bvix cyiæ‡li mgZv Avbq‡b mnvqK f~wgKv ivL‡e| evsjv‡`k
m¤ú©‡K Drmvnx wewkó e¨emvqx‡`i Dcw¯’wZ‡Z G Av‡jvPbv `~Zvevm KZ…©K gvwK©b e¨emvqx‡`i Kv‡Q evsjv‡`k‡K mwVKfv‡e
Dc¯’vcb Kivi cÖ‡PóviB GKwU Ask|
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