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US Businessmen upbeat about trade and investment prospects in Bangladesh  

 
US is Bangladesh’s time-tested friend and the relationship between the two countries 
would grow deeper in future. This was said by Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA and 
State Minister H.E Mr. Akramul Qader today (March 23, 2011).Ambassador Qader was 
addressing a group of officials, business leaders and academics in a programme 
organized at the US Chamber of Commerce in Washington, DC featuring the Asia 
Society Report on US-Bangladesh Trade and Investment Relations. Mr. Jack Garrity, 
Executive Director of Asia Society Washington presented the report that covered both 
an update on important trade and investment statistics and discussions on 
Bangladesh’s strategic options for enhancing bilateral trade and investments.  Mr. 
Sajeeb Wazed, Information Technology Adviser to the Honourable Sheikh Hasina made 
remarks on Mr. Jack Garrity’s presentation and took part in a lively question answer 
session. Ms. Tami Overby, Vice President (Asia) of the US Chamber of Commerce 
presided the event. 
 
 Ambassador Qader noted that it is a happy sign Bangladesh’s export to the US 
surpassed US$ 4 billion in 2010. He, however, noted that the export figure could be 
much higher if the tariff burden was removed by the US authorities. He urged the US 
investors to take advantage of the investment friendly regime particularly in the potential 
sectors such as pharmaceuticals, IT and electronics. 
 
In presenting important facts on the scope of doing businesses in Bangladesh, Mr. Jack 
Garrity mentioned that Bangladesh’s investment potentials are yet to be fully tapped. In 
his remarks Mr. Sajeeb Wajed  said that since assuming office,  the present government 
in Bangladesh has taken  initiatives to set up 50 new power plants: 15 government 
funded and 19 in private sector. The government envisages generating over 10,000 MW 
electricity by the year 2014, he added. Referring to the various measures taken by  the 
present government to bring down the cost of doing business in Bangladesh, he pointed 
out that the processes now followed in acquiring factory lands and accessing bank 
loans are much simpler than in the past and the government has a grand plan to 
modernize highways, introduce cargo flights for Biman, construct a deep sea port with 

mailto:bdootwash@bdembassyusa.org


all modern facilities and a new airport with required cargo facilities. To get over the 
excessive reliance  on the performance of one single sector in foreign trade, the 
speakers suggested that Bangladesh should think creatively in terms of 
developing  both backward and forward linkages in the garment sector and enhance 
capacity for growth  in other non traditional sectors such as processed food, 
pharmaceuticals, ship building, IT and so on. 
 
The discussion was followed by a question and answer session. The participants posed 
questions on various aspects of trade and investment in Bangladesh. They showed 
keen interest in the steps taken by the government in these areas. They hailed the 
business promotion initiatives of the government. In response to a question on 
education sector reforms, Ambassador Akramul Qader pointed out that female 
education in rural Bangladesh is not only free, cash incentives are also provided to 
parents of female students to check drop-outs.  The Bangladesh Ambassador thanked 
the Asia Society for their useful publication on Bangladesh’s foreign trade and 
investment.  
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‡cÖm weÁwß 

23 gvP © 2011 

 

evsjv‡`‡ki evwYR¨ I wewb‡qvM m¤ú©‡K gvwK©b e¨emvqx‡`i we‡kl cÖksmvt ivóª̀ ~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i 

gvwK©b hy³iv‡óª  wbhy³  evsjv‡`‡ki  gvb¨ei ivóª ~̀Z Ges cÖwZgš¿x Rbve AvKivgyj Kv‡`i AvR 

(23 gvP© 2011) IqvwksUb¯’  gvwK©b †Pg¦vi Ae Kgvm© I M‡elYv cÖwZôvb Gwkqv †mvmvBwU KZ©…K ‡h․_fv‡e 

Av‡qvwRZ  ÔÔevsjv‡`k-gvwK©b hy³ivóª  wØcvwÿK evwYR¨ I wewb‡qvMÕÕ  kxl©K GK Av‡jvPbv mfvq e‡jb 

†h, gvwK©b hy³ivóª evsjv‡`‡ki GK cixwÿZ eÜz| MZ eQi gvwK©b hy³iv‡óª  evsjv‡`‡ki ißvbxi  cwigvb 

4 wewjqb Wjvi AwZµg K‡i‡Q D‡jøL K‡i ivóª ~̀Z Kv‡`i Rvbvb †h ißvbxi cwigvb AviI e¨vcKfv‡e 

e…w× †cZ, hw` gvwK©b evRv‡i evsjv‡`kx  e¨emvqx‡`i  D”Pnv‡i  Ki cwi‡kva Ki‡Z bv n‡Zv| evsjv‡`‡k 

wkí LvZ µgweKvkgvb D‡jøL K‡i ivóª̀ ~Z Kv‡`i e‡jb †h cÖwZ eQi evsjv‡`k wecyj cwigvb g~jabx I 

†fvM¨cY¨ Avg`vbx K‡i, hv we‡ePbv K‡i gvwK©b hy³ivóª I Ab¨vb¨ †`‡ki wewb‡qvMKvixiv evsjv‡`‡k 

A‡bK m¤fvebvgq wk‡í wewb‡qvM Kivi K_v ¸iæZ¦ mnKv‡i fve‡Z cv‡ib| Abyôv‡b gvbbxq †kL nvwmbvi 

Z_¨ cÖhyw³ welqK Dc‡`óv Rbve mRxe Iqv‡R`, gvwK©b †Pg¦vi Ae Kgv‡m©i mn-mfvcwZ (Gwkqv) wgm& 

Zvwg Ifviwe, †kfi‡bi e¨e¯’vcK wgm& jiv nvWmb, Gwkqv †mvmvBwU IqvwksU‡bi wbe ©vnx cwiPvjK Rbve 

R¨vK M¨vwiwU  e³e¨ iv‡Lb| Rbve M¨vwiwU evsjv‡`k gvwK©b hy³iv‡óªi wØcvwÿK evwYR¨ I wewb‡qvM wel‡q 

Gwkqv †mvmvBwU KZ©…K m¤úªwZ cÖKvwkZ GKwU cÖwZ‡e`b Dc¯’vcb K‡ib| wZwb e‡jb †h, evsjv‡`‡k 

mivmwi I †cvU©‡dvwjI ‣e‡`wkK wewb‡qv‡Mi e¨vcK  m¤fvebv i‡q‡Q | G my‡hv‡Mi cÖK…Z mØ¨envi Kiv 

n‡j •e‡`wkK evwY‡R¨i †ÿ‡Î •Zix †cvkvK wk‡íi Dci evsjv‡`‡ki wbf©iZv n«vm cv‡e| 

Abyôv‡b  Rbve mRxe Iqv‡R` e‡jb  †h, ÿgZv MÖn‡bi ci †_‡K MZ 2 eQ‡i eZ©gvb miKvi 

we ỳ¨r LvZ Dbèq‡b e¨vcK Kg©m~Px  MÖnb K‡i‡Q, hvi djkÖywZ‡Z 50wU b~Zb we ỳ¨r †K› ª̀ ¯’vc‡bi KvR nv‡Z 

†bqv n‡q‡Q| 2014 mv‡ji g‡a¨ evsjv‡`k 10 nvRvi †gMvIqv‡Ui AwaK we ỳ¨r Drcv`‡b mÿg n‡e hvi 

djkÖywZ‡Z Pjgvb NvUwZ c~iY m¤fe n‡e| Rbve Iqv‡R` Av‡iv e‡jb †h, e¨emvevÜe cwi‡ek m…wó Kivi 

Rb¨ miKvi Iqvb ÷c †mev cÖ`v‡bi e¨e¯’v wb‡q‡Q Ges AeKvVv‡gvMZ Dbèq‡b wewfbè c`‡ÿc  MÖnb 
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K‡i‡Q| wZwb e‡jb †h, eZ©gvb miKv‡ii gnvcwiKíbvi Ask wn‡m‡e AvšÍt‡Rjv  moK †hvMv‡hvM 

AvaywbKvqb Kiv  n‡e| evsjv‡`k wegvb‡K Kv‡M©v døvBU cwiPvjbv Ki‡Z mÿg Kiv n‡e, Mfxi mgy ª̀e›`i 

wbg©vb Kiv n‡e Ges Kv‡M©v myweavm¤úbè GKwU AZ¨vaywbK wegvbe›`i wbg©vb Kiv n‡e| 

 wkÿv Lv‡Z ms¯‥vi msµvšÍ GK cÖ‡kèi DË‡i ivóª̀ ~Z Kv‡`i Dcw ’̄Z e¨w³eM©‡K Rvbvb †h 

evsjv‡`‡k (we‡klZt MÖvgvÂ‡j)  bvix wkÿv  m¤úªvmi‡Y miKvi webvg~‡j¨ eB I Ab¨vb¨ miÄvgvw`  

mieiv‡ni e¨e ’̄v wb‡q‡Q Ges Dce…wË cÖKí evmÍevqb Ki‡Q| e³viv ‣e‡`wkK evwYR¨ Lv‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki 

•Zix †cvkvK wk‡íi Dci gvÎvwZwi³ wbf©iZv ~̀ixKi‡Yi  Rb¨ e¨vKIqvW© I diIqvW© wk‡íi m¤úªmviY I  

KwZcq m¤fvebvgqx b~Zb wkí ¯’vc‡b (‡hgbt cÖwµqvRvZK…Z Lv`¨, Jla, RvnvR wbg©vb, Z_¨ cÖhyw³ 

BZ¨vw`) cÖ‡qvRbxq bxwZMZ wm×všÍ cÖYqb, AeKvVv‡gvMZ Dbèqb I cwiKíbv evmÍevq‡bi c‡ÿ AwfgZ 

e¨³ K‡ib| ivóª ~̀Z Kv‡`i evsjv‡`‡ki wkí I  evwYR¨ msµvšÍ GKwU Kvh©Kix cÖKvkbvi Rb¨ Gwkqv 

†mvmvBwU‡K ab¨ev` Ávcb K‡ib Ges Avkv cÖKvk K‡ib †h Zviv G D‡`¨vM Ae¨vnZ ivL‡e| AbyôvbwU 

mÂvjb K‡ib gvwK©b †Pg¦vi Ae Kgv‡m©i mn-mfvcwZ wgm Zvwg Ifviwe| 

m¦cb Kzgvi mvnv, wgwb÷vi (‡cÖm), evsjv‡`k ~̀Zvevm, IqvwksUb wWwm †dvb t 202-244-5071, dv· t 202-244-2771/7830 B-

‡gBj t pressministerwash@yahoo.com 
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