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Need for Trade Preferences and duty free access for Bangladeshi products in US
market sought

For poverty alleviation, women empowerment and facilitating social development
in countries like Bangladesh, the US trade policy needs to be overhauled with duty free
market access for Bangladeshi products to the US market. This was commented by the
Bangladesh Ambassador to USA and State Minister Mr. Akramul Qader in a panel
discussion on “Promoting Development Through Trade: The Need for Trade
Preferences” organized today in Capitol Hill Building in Washington, DC. Explaining
the contribution of the RMG sector in Bangladesh vis-à-vis the exorbitant tariff penalty
faced on Bangladesh, the Ambassador requested the US policymakers to offer duty-free
facility against our garment products. He pointed out that Bangladeshi export to USA
face annual tariff penalty of more than $652 million against total export of only $4.27
billion in 2010 while UK exporters faced tariff penalty of only $351 million against their
huge export of about $50 billion to USA in the same period, which is somewhat
unjustified. Describing the existing friendly relationship between Bangladesh and USA,
and Bangladesh’s ongoing efforts to promote development, democracy and combat
terrorism by the present government, the ambassador urged upon the US to provide
market access for Bangladesh immediately. The Ambssador’s speech was widely
welcomed by the audience as well the panelists as the very tone of the other speakers was
in line with his spirit. Congressman Ron Kind also spoke briefly during the event where
he assured that US Congress will do its best to promote trade interests of the poorer
countries.
The above mentioned panel discussion was jointly organized by several institutions and
NGOs named Trade, Aid and Security Coalition (TASC), US Chamber of Commerce,
Oxfam America, Heritage Foundation, Center for American Progress, Center for Global
Development, US Bangladesh Business Advisory Council (USBAC), Transform

America, Business Council for Global development LLC, Vital Voices, The Alliance for
End Hunger, and Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network (MFAN). The event was cohosted by the offices of Congressmen Earl Blumenauer, Kevin Brady, Hansen Clarke,
Ron Kind, Dave Reichert, Adam Smith and Jim McDermott. Panelists were Ms. Bama
Athreya of TASC, Mr. ED Gresser of Center for American Progress, Ms Kim Elliot of
Center for Global Development, Mr. Myron Brilliant of US Chamber of Commerce, MS
Stephanie Burgos of Oxfam America, and Mr. Bryan Riley of Heritage Foundation. All
of them, in their speech, highlighted the importance of making the existing US trade
preference programs broader, simple and transparent and offering duty free market
facility for the Asian LDCs in order to ensure benefits for the US economy as well as
helping the poor countries.
A large number of representatives from different fields of US stakeholders attended the
event including the Counselor (Commerce) of Bangladesh Embassy Mr. Md Shafiqul
Islam.
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‡cÖm weÁwß
RyjvB 20, 2011
hy³iv‡óªi evRv‡i evsjv‡`kx c‡Y¨ evwYR¨ AMÖvwaKvi Ges ïégy³ evRvi myweav cÖ`v‡bi Rb¨ AvnŸvb

evsjv‡`‡ki gZ †`kmg~‡ni `vwi`ª¨ `~ixKiY, gwnjv‡`i ÿgZvqb Ges mvgvwRK Dbèq‡b hy³iv‡óª
evsjv‡`kx c‡Y¨i ïégy³ evRvi myweav cÖ`v‡b hy³iv‡óªi evwYR¨ bxwZ †X‡j mvRv‡bv cÖ‡qvRb| AvR
IqvwksUb wWwm¯’ K¨vwcUj wewìs‡q AbywôZ ÔÔcÖ‡gvwUs †W‡fjc‡g›U †_ªv †UW t w` bxW di †UªW
wcÖdv‡i‡ÝmÕÕ kxl©K c¨v‡bj Av‡jvPbvq hy³iv‡óª wbhy³ evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~Z Ges cÖwZgš¿x Rbve AvKivgyj
Kv‡`i G gšÍe¨ K‡ib| evsjv‡`‡k AviGgwR †m±‡ii Ae`vb Ges Zvi wecix‡Z evsjv‡`kx c‡Y¨
gvÎvwZwi³ U¨vwid ï‡éi D‡jøL K‡i ivóª`~Z Avgv‡`i •Zix †cvkv‡K ïégy³ myweav cÖ`v‡bi Rb¨ hy³iv‡óªi
bxwZ wba©viK‡`i cÖwZ Aby‡iva Rvbvb| wZwb D‡jøL K‡ib †h, hy³iv‡óªi evRv‡i †hLv‡b hy³ivR¨ Zvi 50
wewjqb Wjv‡ii cY¨ ißvbxi wecix‡Z gvÎ 351 wgwjqb Wjvi ïé cÖ`vb K‡i †mLv‡b evsjv‡`k‡K Zvi
gvÎ 4.27 wewjqb Wjvi ißvbx Ki‡Z 2010 mv‡j †gvU 652 wgwjqb Wjvi ïé cwi‡kva Ki‡Z n‡qwQj,
hv hyw³hy³ bq| evsjv‡`k I hy³iv‡óªi g‡a¨ we`¨gvb eÜzZ¦c~Y© m¤úK©, Ges Dbèqb, MYZš¿vqb Ges mš¿vm
`g‡b evsjv‡`‡ki eZ©gvb miKv‡ii Pjgvb cÖ‡Póvi D‡jøL K‡i evsjv‡`k‡K Awej‡g¦ ïégy³ evRvi myweav
cÖ`v‡b hy³iv‡óªi cÖwZ AvnŸvb Rvbvb| gvb¨ei ivóª`~‡Zi e³e¨ Dcw¯’Z †kÖvZve…›` Ges c¨v‡bj
Av‡jvPKM‡Yi g‡bvfv‡ei mv‡_ msMwZc~Y© nIqvq Zv h‡_ô cÖkswmZ nq| Ks‡MÖmg¨vb Rbve ib KvBÛI
†mLv‡b Zvi mswÿß e³‡e¨ `wi`ª †`kmg~‡ni evwYR¨ m¦v_© Dbèq‡b hy³ivóª Ks‡MÖm KZ…©K m¤fve¨ mKj
c`‡ÿc MÖn‡Yi Avk¦vm cÖ`vb K‡ib|
Dc‡i ewb©Z c¨v‡bj Av‡jvPbv Abyôvb Av‡qvRb K‡i †UªW, GBW GÛ wmwKDwiwU †Kvqvwjkb
(wUGGmwm), BDGm †Pg¦vi Ae Kgvm©, A·dvg Av‡gwiKv, n¨vwi‡UR dvD‡Ûkb, †m›Uvi di Av‡gwiKvb
cÖ‡MÖm, †m›Uvi di ‡Møvevj †W‡fjc‡g›U, BDGm evsjv‡`k weR‡bm GWfvBRix KvDwÝj (BDGmweGwm),
UªvÝdg© Av‡gwiKv, KvDwÝj di †Møvevj †W‡fjc‡g›U GjGjwm, fvBUvj f‡q‡mm, Ges gWvb©vBwRs d‡ib
Gwm÷¨vÝ †bUIqvK© (GgGdGbGb) Gi gZ KwZcq ms¯’v I GbwRI cÖwZôvb| AbyôvbwU †Kv-‡nvó K‡i
Ks‡MÖmg¨vb Avj© eøy‡gbvi, †Kwfb eªvwW, nvb‡mb K¬vK©, ib KvBÛ, †Wf ivBKvU©, GWvg w¯§_ Ges wRg
g¨vKWvigU Gi Awdmmg~n| c¨v‡bwjó wQ‡jb wUGGmwmÕi wgm evgv Av_©vqv, †m›Uvi di Av‡gvwiKvb cÖ‡MÖm

Gi wgt GWIqvW© †MÖmvi, †m›Uvi di †Møvevj †W‡fjc‡g›U Gi wgm wKg BwjqU, BDGm †Pg¦vi Ae Kgvm©
Gi wgt †gwijb weªwjqv›U, A·dvg Av‡gwiKv Gi wgm wó‡dbx eviMm, Ges n¨vwi‡UR dvD‡Ûkb Gi wgt
eªvqvb ivBwj| Zuviv mK‡jB Zuv‡`i e³‡e¨ hy³iv‡óªi A_©bxwZi Rb¨ myweav Ges †mBmv‡_ `wi`ª †`kmg~n‡K
mvnv‡h¨i j‡ÿ¨ we`¨gvb †UªW wcÖdv‡iÝ ‡cÖvMÖvg‡K Av‡iv m¤úªmviY, mijxKiY, m¦”QZv Avbqb Ges
m‡e©vcwi Gwkqvi m¦‡ívbèZ †`kmg~n‡K ïégy³ evRvi myweav cÖ`v‡bi cÖ‡qvRbxqZv I ¸iæZ¦ Zz‡j a‡ib|
hy³ivóª¯’ evsjv‡`k `~Zvev‡mi KvDwÝji (Kgvm©) Rbve †gvt kwdKzj Bmjvgmn hy³iv‡óªi wewfbè
†óK‡nvìvi‡`i A‡bK cÖwZwbwa Abyôv‡b Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb|
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