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Ambassador Akramul Qader hosts farewell reception: Congresswoman 
Sheila  Jackson Lee handed ‘ Certificate of Congressional Recognition’ 

  
 

On May 28, 2014, H.E. Mr. Akramul Qader, Bangladesh Ambassador to 
the USA and Mrs. Rifat Sulatana Akram hosted a reception followed by a 
dinner at the Bangabandhu auditorium of the Embassy to say goodbye to their 
friends and colleagues in the USA. In attendance at the reception were, among 
many other high dignitaries, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 
Congressman Ed Whitfield, US Chief of Protocol Ambassador Peter Selfridge, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Atul Keshap, Bangladesh Consul General to New 
York, Mr. Shameem Ahsan, Bangladesh Consul General to Los Angeles, Ms 
Sultana Laila Hossain, members of diplomatic corps in Washington DC, 
Embassy officials, and members of  Bangladesh Diaspora—including leaders of 
various organizations. 

  
In an emotionally choked voice Ambassador Qader’s first sentence at the 

podium was “I wanted a perfect ending and now I have learnt the hard way.” He 

thanked the White House, the State Department, the US Congress, the people 
of his great host country, and the vibrant Bangladesh Diaspora in the USA for 
offering him extraordinary support, gorgeous treatments and generous 
hospitality during the last five years of his tenure as Bangladesh Ambassador 
to the USA. While applauding US Government for its continued and sustained 
engagements with the Embassy, which opened up many new chapters in the 
discourse of the US-Bangladesh bilateral relations during his tenure, he also 
urged upon the audience in his own humble way, “….please do not ask for my 
scorecard today”. He expressed hope that the US Government would continue 
to provide the same kind of assistance to his successor.         

  



Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee spoke on the occasion on behalf of 
Congressional Bangladesh Caucus in the US House of Representatives. 
Terming Ambassador Qader’s departure as mournful to many in the audience 
including herself, she said, “Ambassador Qader and his wife have increased 
and improved the friendship between the United States and Bangladesh and 
the peoples between the two countries”. She handed over a ‘Certificate of 
Congressional Recognition’ to Ambassador Qader in appreciation of his 
extraordinary contribution to the “continued friendship” between the two 
countries.   

  
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, 

Mr. Atul Keshap officially represented the US Government in the program. 
Taking on the point of Ambassador Qader’s scorecard as Bangladesh 
Ambassador, Mr. Keshap elaborated on some of the remarkable achievements 
in the bilateral relations between the two countries during his term including, 
among others, signing of TICFA, and institutionalizing regular Partnership 
Dialogue, Security Dialogue, and Military-Military Dialogue. He commended 
Ambassador Qader’s efforts to put the bilateral relations between the two 
countries on a mutually-reinforcing trajectory defined by common values, 
enhanced trade and investments, people to people contacts, and peace and 
security cooperation.  

  
The longest serving Bangladesh envoy ever in the US, Ambassador Qader 

would end his term of appointment on June 02, 2014. Soon afterwards, he 
would return to Dhaka leaving behind an enviable record of diplomatic 
success, and a lasting impact in the hearts and minds of the Bangladesh 
Diaspora. As one of the community leaders attending the program said, 
“Ambassador Qader’s passion for community engagements has set an almost 
unmatchable standard to follow”.  
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