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Ambassador Akramul Qader met Congressman Joseph Crowley and
Congressman Steve Chabot (20 May 2014)

Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Qader met the Democrat
Congressman Joseph Crowley, who is the Co-Chair of the Bangladesh Caucus
in US Congress and Congressman Steve Chabot, Chairman of the US Congress
Subcommittee on Asia and Pacific today at their offices in Capitol Hill,
Washington DC.

Ambassador Qader briefed the Congressman Crowley on the worker’s rights
and safety in the RMG sector, International Crime Tribunal and 10tk
Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh. Regarding worker rights and safety
Ambassador Qader said that Bangladesh has been steadily implementing the
commitments made and suggestions elaborated by the Alliance and Accord and
other development partners; yet, it remains a continuous process.
Congressman Crowley also echoed that the changes are not possible to done
overnight.

Congressman Crowley deeply appreciated and thanked the Ambassador for his
dedication and splendid contribution to the Bangladesh—-US bilateral relations.

On the second half of the day, Ambassador Qader met the influential
Republican Congressman Steve Chabot, Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific at his office. Bangladesh Ambassador briefed him on the
10th Parliamentary elections, economic developments in Bangladesh, worker’s
rights and safety in the RMG sector and International Crime Tribunal-
Bangladesh (ICT-BD). Responding to a question on the elections Ambassador
Qader informed that provision for non-party Care-taker Government was
abolished under the Supreme Court’s declaration of the system as
“unconstitutional” state of affairs. He added that Election Commission has
credibly conducted more than 5,800 elections since 2009 where BNP took part



without any complaints. He also added that the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), in spite of repeated exhortation by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, did not
participate at the election and regrettably resorted to indiscriminate violence
throughout the country. Ambassador further informed that the Hon’ble Prime
Minister categorically mentioned that if the BNP jettison Jamaat-e-islami, the
door is open for further discussions on the future course.

Congressman Chabot wanted to know after the last verdict of execution some
months back whether any other verdict is going to be announced or not,
Ambassador said that it is tribunal’s matter and judges will decide about the
announcement of the verdict.

Bangladesh Ambassador also handed over a briefing note on the parliamentary
elections and worker’s safety and worker’s rights in RMG sector and
International Crime Tribunal- Bangladesh to the Congressmen Chabot for his
better understandings.

Congressman Chabot thanked the Ambassador to meet him before leaving
USA; he deeply commended the contribution of the Ambassador Qader and
said that Ambassador could represent Bangladesh very well in the USA.
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