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Press Release
Bangladesh Ambassador speaks at Rumi Forum, Washington DC
Bangladesh Ambassador Akramul Qader spoke at Rumi Forum today in Washington
DC. The discussion was moderated by Dr. Alyssa Ayres, Senior Fellow for India, Pakistan,
and South Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) and former Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Bureau. Commencing with the speech of the
Ambassador Qader, it ended up with a question & answer session.
Bangladesh Ambassador Qader spoke on the socio-economic development, labour
safety, labour rights, 10th Parliamentary elections, International Crime Tribunal and
Bangladesh-US trade & economic relations. Ambassador Qader said that Bangladesh nearly
equals to the size of the state of Iowa having roughly half of the population of USA is
maintaining an economic growth rate of 6% for more than a decade. He mentioned that
within a span of four decades Henry Kissinger’s “basket case-Bangladesh” become a
fascinating case study for development experts and economists across the world for its’
human development and robust economic growth. In this context Ambassador referred to
the comment made by the former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during her last visit
to Bangladesh after forty one years, she said that “….there is a tremendously positive path
for this country---the changes, the economic growth—all of these are very
encouraging………..”.
Bangladesh Ambassador informed that since independence Bangladesh made
enormous progress in the socio-economic front; in four decades GDP hiked from $ 8.75
billion to $ 116 billion. Due to the liberal and pragmatic policies undertaken by the Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina poverty level reduced by 10%, maintaining consistent growth rate
of 6%, per capita increased by 65% ($ 1000), reduced inflation from double digits to 7.5 %,
created employment for nearing 8 million people in private and public sector, increased the
exports annually on an average of 19% since 2009 (currently $ 24 billion) and arranged
overseas jobs for 2 million Bangladeshis over the last five years. Foreign currency reserve
followed a high-growth trajectory exceeding $ 20 billion in April 2014, Ambassador added.

Mr. Qader said that encouraged by such resilient economy, Government could
choose to take courageous decisions like building Padma multipurpose bridge solely by
domestic-finance. Bangladesh’s economic relations with foreign countries have been
changed from predominantly aid-recipient to a trade, he added.
While speaking on Bangladesh’s success stories, Ambassador Qader said that the dividends
of economic development helped to eradicate economic disparity and paving social justice.
Disease prevention and increased awareness of health and sanitation have raised average
life expectancy by more than 20 years, literacy rates increased from 25% to 80%.
Bangladesh can rightly boast the successful completion of 5 out of the 8 Millennium
Development Goals well before the deadline in 2015, he added.
Bangladesh Ambassador said that, US is a major destination for products made in
Bangladesh, receiving nearly a fourth of Bangladesh’s total exports. Apart from providing
low cost fashions and apparel solutions to the US consumers, Bangladesh’s RMG is also a
source of huge revenue for the US Government. Bangladeshi garments enter into the US
market after paying an exceptionally high tariff ranging from 8 to 32%. In 2013,
Bangladesh exported US $4.90 billion of RMG to US market and paid tariffs of almost $ 820
million. Ironically, while US congress consistently advocates for improved labor conditions
in Bangladesh, it has always shied away from offering any tariff concessions to Bangladesh
apparels. Should the US congress offered duty free access or alternatively tariff
concessions, no doubt, it would have given much needed financial rooms for the industries
to improve worker’ safety and rights in Bangladesh, Ambassador added.
Bangladesh Ambassador said that Bangladesh’s RMG sector is still recovering from the
shocks by Rana Plaza building collapse in April 2013 and the fire in the Tazreen factory in
November 2012, but US government’s response of suspending GSP for Bangladesh has not
helped to address the underlying issues beneath the deadly incidents rather put the
workforce into jeopardy.
Ambassador informed that the retailers have come up with innovative ideas for a long-term
improvement in factory conditions and labour rights. The accord on fire and building
safety in Bangladesh that the European retailers signed in May 2013 is the first ever
agreement centering compliances in Bangladesh garments sector. He also added that the
North American retailers came up with “Alliance on Bangladesh Worker’s Safety”.
Ambassador urged the international community including USA to continue to
constructively engage with Bangladesh during this difficult time.
Ambassador Qader informed that the International Crime Tribunals-Bangladesh
was enacted in response to the overwhelming public demand to bring the perpetrators of
the crimes against humanity during liberation war to justice. Government welcomed and
incorporated suggestions from outside observers, including the US, to ensure that the
tribunals meet international legal standards, he added. Ambassador also mentioned that
the trials incited the ire of the Jamaat-e-Islami, who used indiscriminate violence as a

political tool to prevent the trials from proceeding. Ambassador hoped for a successful
implementation of the decision of the International Criminal Tribunals, which can set a
precedent for others that justice, fairness, and equality can prevail regardless of a state’s
past.
Responding to a question Ambassador Qader said that present government is
steadfast to preserve the human rights and freedom of media in the country. The National
Human Rights Commission is working free and independent; any violation of human rights
is being dealt sternly, so that the perpetrators cannot get impunity from appropriate
punishment. Ambassador informed that the present government is committed to uphold
the freedom of media; an enormous number of newspapers; TV channels and online news
are operating free and independently in Bangladesh.
Replying to a question on the labour safety and rights, Bangladesh Ambassador
briefed on the steps taken by the government on the labour safety and labour rights in
Bangladesh. He informed that Government recently passed the “Bangladesh Labour
(Amendment) Act, 2013”, and now focusing on the labour safety a national committee and
a working group have been relentlessly working to formulate the rules under the Acts. He
also mentioned that, among other initiatives government adopted National Occupational
Safety and Health Policy, established a Task Force on Building and Fire Safety, recruiting
adequate numbers of factory inspectors, upgraded and strengthened the office of the
Inspector General of Factories and Establishments, initiated assessment of the structural
integrity of all active RMG factories, established worker fire safety hotline and creating
public accessible database on safety issues in ready-made garment factories.
Responding to a question concerning the 10th Parliamentary elections, Bangladesh
Ambassador said that the 10th national parliamentary elections were held under an
unprecedented commitment of the government to uphold the constitutional obligation and
strengthen the democratic process in the country. He informed that under the independent
election commissions the elections were free, fair and transparent; more than 40% voters
exercised their franchise. Bangladesh Ambassador commended BNP’s decision to cease
violence and participate in the subsequent upazilla-level (local government) elections,
which proofs the credibility of the existing election mechanism in the country. He also
added that the 10th Parliamentary elections results have both doemstic and international
ramifications. Domestically, it is a victory of secular and democratic forces over the
extremist and reactionary forces. Internationally, the new government has received
significant international supports and after the elections the European Parliament has
called upon the major opposition (BNP) to abandon its’ alliance with extremist forces.
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ZvwiL : 23 GwcÖj 2014

‡cÖm weÁwß
iæwg †dviv‡g hy³iv‡óª wbhy³ evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i
23 GwcÖj 2014 Zvwi‡L ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i evsjv‡`‡ki Av_©-mvgvwRK Dbœqb, kÖwgK
wbivcËv I AwaKvi, 10g RvZxq msm`xq wbe©vPb, AvšÍR©vwZK Aciva UªvBeyb¨vj I evsjv‡`khy³iv‡óªi A_©‰bwZK m¤úK© wb‡q iæwg †dvivg, IqvwksUb wW.wm-G GK Av‡jvPbvq AskMÖnY K‡ib|
KvDwÝj Ab d‡ib wi‡jkbm-Gi wmwbqi †d‡jv I wWcvU©‡g›U Ae †÷U Gi `wÿY I ga¨ Gwkqv
welqK ey¨‡ivi f‚Zc~e© Dc-mnKvix mwPe W: Avwjmv Av¨qvm© D³ Av‡jvPbvq mÂvj‡Ki f‚wgKv
cvjb K‡ib| Av‡jvPbv AbyôvbwU evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~‡Zi e³…Zvi ga¨ w`‡q ïiæ nq Ges cÖ‡kœvËi
c‡e©i gva¨‡g †kl nq|
ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i e‡jb †h, hy³iv‡óªi cÖvq A‡a©K RbmsL¨v wb‡q Gi A½ivR¨ AvBIqv -Gi
cÖvq mgvb AvqZ‡bi evsjv‡`k weMZ GK `kK hver evrmwiK 6% nv‡i A_©‰bwZK cÖe„w× a‡i
‡i‡L‡Q| wZwb e‡jb †h, Pvi `k‡Ki g‡a¨ †nbix wKwmÄv‡ii Z_vKw_Z ÒZjv †Qov SzwoÓ evsjv‡`k
GLb we‡k¦i A_©bxwZwe` I Dbœqb we‡klÁ‡`i Kv‡Q gvbe Dbœqb I A_©‰bwZK Dbœq‡bi GKwU
we®§qKi D`vniY| GB cÖms‡M ivóª`~Z Av‡iv D‡jøL K‡ib †h, †nbix wKwmÄv‡ii Dw³i Pvi `k‡Ki
cÖv‡šÍ f‚Zc~e© ciivóÖgš¿x wnjvix wK¬bUb e‡j‡Qb Òevsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ AwgZ m¤¢vebvi GKwU c_
i‡q‡Q, cwieZ©b I A_©‰bwZK Dbœqb mKjB AZ¨šÍ Drmvne¨vÄKÓ| ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i e‡jb †h,
¯^vaxbZv‡Ëvi evsjv‡`k Av_©-mvgvwRK †cÖÿvc‡U Af‚Zc~e© Dbœqb mvab K‡i‡Q, gvÎ GK `k‡K
evsjv‡`‡ki wRwWwc 8.75 wewjqb gvwK©b Wjvi n‡Z 116 wewjqb gvwK©b Wjv‡i DbœxZ n‡q‡Q| wZwb
D‡jøL K‡ib †h, gvbbxq cÖavbgš¿x †kL nvwmbvi D`vi I ev¯Íem¤§Z bxwZi djkÖæwZ‡Z `vwi`ªmxgv
10 kZvsk n«vm †c‡q‡Q, gv_vwcQz Avq 65% e„w× †c‡q 1000 gvwK©b Wjv‡i DbœxZ n‡q‡Q,
gy`ªvùxwZ 7.5%-G n«vm †c‡q‡Q, miKvwi I †emiKvix Lv‡Z cÖvq 80 jÿ Kg©ms¯’v‡bi my‡hvM m„wó
n‡q‡Q, 2009 mvj n‡Z 19% nv‡i ißvbx e„w× ‡c‡q‡Q Ges we‡`‡k cÖvq 20 jÿ Kg©ms¯’vb m„wó
Kiv n‡q‡Q| Av‡iv D‡jøL¨ †h, ˆe‡`wkK gy`ªvi wiRvf© eZ©gvb 20 wewjqb gvwK©b Wjvi AwZµg
K‡i‡Q|

ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i Av‡iv e‡jb †h, evsjv‡`‡ki kw³kvjx A_©bxwZ miKvi‡K wbR¯^ A_©qv‡b
cÙv †mZz wbg©v‡bi g‡Zv mvnmx wm×všÍ wb‡Z DrmvwnZ K‡i‡Q| we‡k¦i wewfbœ iv‡ói mv‡_
evsjv‡`‡ki A_©‰bwZK m¤úK© GLb Avi ‰e‡`wkK mvnvh¨ wbf©i bq eis evwbR¨ wbf©i| ivóª`~Z
Kv‡`i D‡jøL K‡ib †h, Dbœq‡bi d‡j µgk: A_©‰bwZK ˆelg¨ `~ixf‚Z n‡”Q Ges mvgvwRK mvg¨Zv
wbwðZ n‡”Q| †ivM wbivgq, ¯^v¯’¨ m‡PZbZv I h_vh_ †mwb‡Uk‡bi d‡j 20 eQi Mo Avqy e„w× Kiv
m¤¢e n‡q‡Q| wbiÿiZvi nvi 25% n‡Z 80% DbœxZ n‡q‡Q| 2015 mv‡ji c~‡e©B evsjv‡`k
mnm«vä Dbœqb jÿ gvÎvi 8wUi g‡a¨ 5wU B‡Zvg‡a¨ mdjfv‡e m¤úbœ K‡i‡Q|
ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i e‡jb †h, eZ©gv‡b evsjv‡`k Zvi †gvU ißvbxi GK PZz_v© sk hy³iv‡óª †cÖiY
K‡i| hy³iv‡óªi †fv³v‡`i wbKU ¯^íg~‡j¨ †cvkvK I G¨vcv‡ij mieivn QvovI evsjv‡`k hy³ivóª‡K
D³ ißvbxi Dci erm‡i 8% n‡Z 32% ïé w`‡q _v‡K| 2013 mv‡j evsjv‡`k hy³iv‡óª 4.9
wewjqb gvwK©b Wjv‡ii ˆZix †cvkvK ißvbx K‡i, hvi Dci 820 wgwjqb gvwK©b Wjvi ïé cÖ`vb
K‡i‡Q| hw`I hy³iv‡óªi Ks‡MÖm evsjv‡`‡k kÖwgK‡`i gvb Dbœq‡bi wel‡q we‡kl ¸iæZ¡ Av‡ivc
K‡i, wKš‘ Ghver evsjv‡`k n‡Z ‰Zix †cvkvK I G¨vcv‡ijm Avg`vbxi †ÿ‡Î ïé n«vm wKsev
gIKz‡di c`‡ÿc MªnY K‡iwb| G ai‡Yi ïé nªvm I gIKzd evsjv‡`‡ki kÖwgK‡`i gRyix e„w×mn
mvwe©K gv‡bvbœq‡b Kvh©Ki f‚wgKv ivL‡Z cv‡i e‡j ivóª`~Z Avkv cÖKvk K‡ib| GwcÖj 2012-Gi
ivbv cøvRv `yN©Ubvi ci hy³ivóª evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ wRGmwc myweav evwZj K‡i hv evsjv‡`‡ki
kÖwgK‡`i Rb¨ `ytLRbK, Ggb wm×všÍ `yN©Ubvi AšÍwb©wnZ mgm¨v mgvav‡bi cwie‡Z© kªwgK‡`i Rb¨
AwaKZi ÿwZ e‡q G‡b‡Q| ivóª`~Z D‡jøL K‡ib †h, ivbv cøvRv `yN©Ubvi ci DËi Av‡gwiKv I
BD‡iv‡ci †µZv‡`i bZzb aviYv I cwiKíbvmg~n evsjv‡`‡k ˆZix †cvkvK wk‡íi Dbœq‡b
`xN©‡gqv`x f‚wgKv ivL‡e| wZwb hy³ivóª I AvšÍR©vwZK ‡Mvôx‡K G wel‡q djcÖmy AskMÖnY eRvq
ivLvi Avnevb K‡ib|
ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i e‡jb †h, evsjv‡`‡ki me©¯Í‡ii RbM‡Yi `vexi †cÖwÿ‡Z 1971 mv‡ji gyw³hy‡×
gvbeZv we‡ivax Aciv‡ai mv‡_ mswkøó‡`i wePv‡ii AvIZvq Avbvi Rb¨ AvšÍRv© wZK Aciva
UªvBeybvj MVb MÖnY Kiv n‡q‡Q| miKvi UªvBeybv‡ji AvšÍR©vwZK gvb eRvq ivLvi Rb¨ hy³ivóªmn
we‡k¦i Abvb¨ †`‡ki civgk© MÖnY K‡i‡Q| ivóª`~Z Av‡iv D‡jøL K‡ib †h, GB wePvi cÖwµqv‡K
evavMÖ¯’ Kivi Rb¨ RvgvqvZ Bmjvgx mš¿vm I wnsmvZ¥K c_ †e‡Q wb‡q‡Q| ivóª`~Z Avkv cÖKvk
K‡ib †h, AvšÍR©vwZK Aciva UªvBeybv‡ji iv‡qi Kvh©KvwiZvi gva¨‡g `xN© cÖZxÿxZ b¨vq wePvi
cÖwZwôZ n‡e|
Av‡jvPbvi †klv‡a© GK cÖ‡kœi Rev‡e ivóª`~Z e‡jb †h, eZ©gvb miKvi gvbevwaKvi msiÿY I
msev`cÎ Z_v wgwWqvi ¯^vaxbZv iÿvq e×cwiKi| RvZxq gvbevwaKvi Kwgkb ¯^vaxb I
wbi‡cÿfv‡e KvR K‡i hv‡”Q| †h †Kvb ai‡Yi gvbevwaKvi jsNb cÖwZ‡iv‡ai †ÿ‡Î miKvi AZ¨šÍ
K‡Vvi hv‡Z †Kvb fv‡eB Acivax Zvi cÖvc¨ kvw¯Í Gov‡Z bv cv‡i| GKB mv‡_ eZ©gvb miKvi
wgwWqvi ¯^vaxbZv iÿvi †ÿ‡Î cÖwZÁve×| eZ©gv‡b evsjv‡`‡k wecyj msL¨K msev`cÎ, wUwf
P¨v‡bj Ges Ab jvBb wbDR Pvjy i‡q‡Q, hviv ¯^vaxb I gy³ fv‡e msev` cwi‡ekb K‡i hv‡”Q|

Aci GK cÖ‡kœi Rev‡e ivóª`~Z evsjv‡`‡ki kÖwgK wbivcËv I kÖwgK AwaKvi msiÿ‡Y eZ©gvb
miKv‡ii M„nxZ c`‡ÿcmg~n wea„Z K‡ib| wZwb D‡jøL K‡ib †h, evsjv‡`k kÖg AvBb (ms‡kvabx)2013 weMZ msm‡` cvk n‡q‡Q, eZ©gv‡b kÖwgK wbivcËv‡K ¸iæZ¡ w`‡q D³ AvB‡bi wewfbœ
wewamg~n P‚ovšÍKi‡Y GKwU RvZxq KwgwU I IqvwK©s MÖæc wbijm KvR K‡i hv‡”Q| evsjv‡`‡ki
ivóª`~Z AviI e‡jb ‡h, evsjv‡`k miKvi kÖwgK wbivcËv I kÖwgK AwaKvi wbwðZK‡í RvZxq
†ckvMZ wbivcËv I ¯^v¯’¨bxwZ cÖYqb, wewìs I AwMœ wbivcËvi Rb¨ Uv· ‡dvm© MVb, ˆZix †cvkvK
KviLvbvmg~‡ni KvVv‡gvMZ MVb ch©v‡jvPbv, AwMœ wbivcËv msµvšÍ nUjvBb ¯’vcb, cÖ‡qvRbxq
msL¨K KviLvbv cwi`k©K wb‡qvM, gnvcwi`k©K, KjKviLvbv I ¯’vcbv-Gi Kvh©vjq‡K DbœxZ I
kw³kvjxKiY Ges RbM‡Yi Rb¨ Db¥y³ ˆZix †cvkvK wk‡íi wbivcËv welqK WvUv‡eR wbg©vY KvR
ïiæ K‡i‡Q| ivóª`~Z e‡jb †h, evsjv‡`‡k kÖwgK wbivcËv I Zv‡`i AwaKv‡ii wbwðZK‡í eZ©gvb
miKvi mKj cÖ‡qvRbxq c`‡ÿc MÖnY K‡i‡Q|
GK cÖ‡kœi Rev‡e ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i D‡jøL K‡ib †h MYZš¿‡K cÖvwZôvwbK iv‡óª miKv‡ii AK…wÎg
mw`”Qv Ges mvsweavwbK eva¨evaKZv Kvi‡b 10g RvZxq msm`xq wbe©vPb Abyôvb Kiv m¤¢e n‡q‡Q|
¯^vaxb I wbi‡cÿ wbe©vPb Kwgk‡bi Aax‡b myôz, Aeva I wbi‡cÿ wbe©vPb m¤úbœ n‡q‡Q| hv‡Z
40% -Gi †ekx †fvUvi Zv‡`i †fvUwaKvi cª‡qvM K‡i‡Q| ivóª`~Z D‡jøL K‡ib †h, 10g RvZxq
msm`xq wbe©vP‡bi Avf¨šÍixY I AvšÍR©vwZK e¨vL¨v i‡q‡Q| Avf¨šÍixYfv‡e, D³ wbe©vP‡b
cÖwZwµqvkxj DMÖcš’x‡`i weiæ‡× ag© wbi‡cÿ I MYZš¿Kvgx gvby‡li Rq n‡q‡Q| Aciw`‡K
AvšÍR©vwZKfv‡e wbe©vPb cieZ©x bZzb miKvi Af‚Zc~e© AvšÍR©vwZK mg_©b I mn‡hvwMZv jvf
K‡i‡Q Ges wbe©vP‡bi ci BD‡ivcxq BDwbqb ZrKvjxb we‡ivax `j weGbwc‡K cÖwZwµqvkxj
DMÖcš’x `jmg~n n‡Z Zvi m¤úK© wQbœ Kivi civgk© w`‡q‡Q| evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~Z Kv‡`i, mš¿vm
eR©b K‡i m`¨ mgvß Dc‡Rjv wbe©vP‡b weGbwcÕi AskMÖn‡Yi Rb¨ cÖksmv K‡ib Ges Gi d‡j
eZ©gvb wbe©vPb Kwgkb I wbe©vPb cÖwµqvi MÖnY‡hvM¨Zv cÖgvwbZ n‡q‡Q e‡jI D‡jøL K‡ib|
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