EMBASSY OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Phone: (202) 244-0183
Fax : (202) 244-2771/7830
E-mali: bdoot_pwash@yahoo.com
Website : www.bdembassyusa.org

3510 International Drive, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

PRESS RELEASE
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Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed discussed GSP and DFQF issues with US policymakers

Bangladesh Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed spent a busy day in Washington DC today
(Wedneday) holding meetings with the United States Trade Representative Michael Froman,
Congressman Sander Levin, high officials from the Department of State as well as Department
of Labor which included Catherine A. Novelli, Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment and Nisha Desai Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for South and
Central Asian Affairs and various retailers' associations.
During the meetings, the Commerce Minister briefed the US officials about the series of
actions taken by the Government of Sheikh Hasina to improve workers' safety and labour rights
in the RMG industry which included among others amendment of Labour Law, facilitating
formation of trade unions, strengthening relevant government agencies including appointment
of inspectors, comprehensive assessment of fire and building safety, adoption of National
Occupational Safety and Health Policy 2013, launching Better Work Program, establishment of
hotlines, reviewing the BEPZA Act and so on. Due to extensive safety measures the industry has
not witnessed any accident since the Rana Plaza incident, he mentioned. He informed them
that with the directives of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the Government had meanwhile
increased the minimum wage by 219% in last four years. He added that the Government has
waved duties on all fire safety equipment which will encourage the owners to install fire
fighting measures cost effectively. Minister Ahmed rebuffed alleged reports of harassment and
intimidation of the labour leaders in the RMG factories.
During discussions with the USTR, Congressman Levin and other officials of the US
Government, the Commerce Minister briefed them of the progress made in accordance with

the US 'Action Plan for GSP'. The Minister emphasized that taking into account the tremendous
progress made in the last one year and a half it is time for I Bangladesh to get the GSP benefit
back. He also urged them to consider duty free and quota free (DFQF) market access of
Bangladeshi apparels into US market which can further boost the ongoing progress of the RMG
industry that has employed more than 3 million women in the sector bringing about positive
changes in women empowerment, child & maternal health, education and other socioeconomic
sectors.
The Bangladesh Commerce Minister highlighted that the support and assistance of
private sector like BGMEA and BKMEA, ILO, Alliance, Accord and a number of western countries
including the US was critical for the GoB in making substantial progress in a short period of
time.
During discussions Mr. Tofail Ahmed highlighted the ongoing efforts of diversifying the
export items and destinations for Bangladeshi products.
The USTR Ambassador Froman thanked the Bangladesh Commerce Minister for
successful conclusion of TICFA. He acknowledged the progress Bangladesh has already has
made to improve the labour rights and factory safety in the RMG industry. He assured that the
US support for Bangladesh's RMG industry would continue He said that 'we want Bangladesh
to succeed'.
Congressman Sander Levin termed the Tazreen fire and Rana Plaza collapse as a wakeup
call for both Bangladesh and USA which drew massive publicity in the US media He called the
initiatives of Accord and Affiance as important for the progress of the RMG sector as, what he
said that, he never sponsored any idea of deserting Bangladesh by the brands and retailers on
the question of workers' safety.
Undersecretary Novelli mentioned that the umbrella program for GSP is yet to be
renewed and once renewed there may be opportunities for Bangladesh but in the meantime,
she emphasized that, the remaining issues under the GSP Action Plan need to be addressed by
Bangladesh.
Assistant Secretary Nisha Biswal appreciated the partnership between Bangladesh and
the US to promote the issues of mutual interest. She expressed interest in seeing boost in intraregional trade among the south Asian countries which is minimal vis-à-vis their external trade
with the outside world. Bangladesh Commerce Minister briefed her about the initiatives taken
by Bangladesh to consolidate regional cooperation in trade, energy and connectivity.
The Commerce Minister exchanged views on the garment sector with the North
American retailers associations and brands over a breakfast meeting at morning.

During the above mentioned meetings, the Commerce Minister was accompanied by
Charge d'affaires Mr. Muhammad A Muhith, Commercial Counsellor Mr. Md Shafiqul Islam of
the Bangladesh Embassy in Washington DC and Director General of Fire Service and Civil
Defence Department Brig. Gen. Ali Ahmed Khan. In some relevant meetings, the private sector
delegation members were also present.
Pertinent to mention that the Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed is leading a delegation
comprised of the private sector members including Jatiyo Sramik League President Mr. Suukur
Mahmud, the BGMEA President Mr. Md Atiqul Islam, Jst Vice President Mr. Shahidullah Azim,
and BKMEA 1st Vice president Mr. Mohammed Hatem The Commerce Minister will meet
tomorrow several important congressmen at the Hill and will head for New York at afternoon
On 14 June 2014 the Commerce Minister will participate in a seminar on Bangladesh's garment
sector to be held at the Harvard University in Boston.
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‡cÖm wiwjR
ZvwiL : 11 Ryb 2014

wRGmwc I ïégy³ myweav Av`v‡q gvwK©b cwjwm cÖ‡YZv‡`i mv‡_
evwYR¨ gš¿x †Zvdv‡qj Avn‡g`, Ggwc, Gi ˆeVK|
evsjv‡`‡ki evwYR¨ gš¿x †Zvdv‡qj Avn‡g`, w` BDGmwUAvi gvB‡Kj ‡d«v‡gb, Ks‡Mªmg¨vb m¨vÛvm© †jwfb,
‡óU wWcvU©‡g‡›Ui AvÛvi ‡m‡µUvix di B‡KvbwgK ‡Mªv_ K¨vw_wib ‡bv‡fjx Ges G¨vwm÷¨v›U ‡m‡µUvix Ae
†óU di mvD_ GÛ ‡m›Uªvj Gwkqvb G¨v‡dqvm© wbkv †`kvB wekIqvjmn wewfbœ wi‡UBjvi G‡mvwm‡qkb
†bZ„e„‡›`i mv‡_ ˆeV‡Ki gva¨‡g AvR eyaevi IqvwksUb wWwmÔ‡Z GK e¨¯Í w`b AwZevwnZ K‡ib|
gvwKb Kg©KZ©v‡`i mv‡_ ˆeV‡K evwYR¨ gš¿x ‡kL nvwmbv miKvi KZ„©K ˆZix †cvkvK wk‡íi kÖwgK‡`i
wbivcËv I kÖgAwaKvi Dbœq‡b M„nxZ wewfbœ c`‡ÿ‡ci K_v D‡jøL K‡ib, hvi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q- kÖg AvBb
ms‡kvab, ‡UªW BDwbqb MV‡b mnvqK cwi‡ek m„wó, mswkøó miKvix `ßi¸‡jv‡K kw³kvjxKiY (cwi`k©K
wb‡qvMmn), AwMœ I feb wbivcËv wel‡q mgwb¦Z g~j¨vqb, b¨vkbvj A¨Kz‡ckbvj ‡nj_ GÛ †mdwU cwjwm
2013 MªnY, †eUvi IqvK© ‡cÖvMªvg PvjyKiY, nUjvBb cÖwZôv, †ecRv AvBb c~bwe©‡ePbv Kivmn Ab¨vb¨
c`‡ÿc| wZwb D‡jøL K‡ib ‡h wbivcËv wbwðZKi‡Y bvbvwea e¨e¯nv Mªn‡Yi d‡j ivbv cøvRv `~N©Ubvi
cieZx© mg‡q Mv‡g©›Um ‡m±‡i eo ai‡Yi ‡Kvb `~N©Ubv N‡Uwb| wZwb Av‡iv D‡jøL K‡ib ‡h gvbbxq
cÖavbgš¿x ‡kL nvwmbvi wb‡`©kbvq evsjv‡`k miKvi weMZ 4 eQ‡i Mv‡g©›Um ‡m±‡ii by¨bZg gRyix cÖvq
219% e„w× K‡i‡Q| wZwb e‡jb ‡h AwZm¤cÖwZ miKvi AwMœ wbivcËv hš¿cvwZi Dci ‡_‡K ïé cÖZ¨vnvi
K‡i‡Q hv d¨v±ix gvwjK‡`i‡K AwMœ wbivcËv e¨e¯nv cÖwZ¯nvc‡b e¨q mvkÖq Ki‡e| Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±ix‡Z
Kg©iZ kÖwgK BDwbqb ‡bZ„e„›`‡K nqivwb Kiv I fqfxwZ cÖ`k©b msµvšÍ Z_vKw_Z Awf‡hvM‡KI evwYR¨
gš¿x cÖZ¨vL¨vb K‡ib|
w` BDGmwUAvi G¨v‡¤¦mWi ‡d«v‡gb, Ks‡Mªmg¨vb ‡jwfb Ges hy³ivóª miKv‡ii Ab¨vb¨ Kg©KZ©v‡`i mv‡_
ˆeVKKv‡j US Action plan for GSP Gi Av‡jv‡K AwR©Z AMªMwZi welqwU evwYR¨ gš¿x Zy‡j a‡ib| weMZ

†`o eQ‡i AwR©Z Amvgvb¨ AMªMwZi Av‡jv‡K evsjv‡`k‡K wRGmwc myweav ‡diZ ‡`Iqvi wel‡q evwYR¨
gš¿x ¸iæZ¡v‡ivc K‡ib| wZwb hy³iv‡óªi evRv‡i evsjv‡`kx †cvkv‡Ki ‡KvUv I ïégy³ myweav cÖ`v‡bi
Avnevb Rvwb‡q e‡jb ‡h Gi d‡j Mv‡g©›Um ‡m±‡i Pjgvb AMªMwZ Av‡iv Z¡ivwb¦Z n‡e ‡hLv‡b 30 jÿvwaK
gwnjvi Kg©ms¯nv‡bi Øviv bvixi ÿgZvqb, wkï I gvZ„m¦v¯n¨, wkÿv I Ab¨vb¨ Av_©-mvgvwRK ‡m±‡ii
Dbœqb n‡”Q|
evsjv‡`‡ki evwYR¨ gš¿x e‡jb ‡h wewRGgBG I we‡KGgB Gi gZ cÖvB‡fU †m±i, AvBGjI, G¨vKW©,
GjvB‡qÝ Ges hy³ivóªmn cwðgv we‡k¦i bvbvwea mvnvh¨ I mn‡hvwMZvi d‡jB evsjv‡`k miKv‡ii c‡ÿ
AwZ Aí mg‡q Mv‡g©›Um ‡m±‡i D‡jøL‡hvM¨ AMªMwZ mvwaZ n‡q‡Q|
Av‡jvPbvKv‡j Rbve ‡Zvdv‡qj Avn‡g` evsjv‡`kx ißvwb c‡Y¨i msL¨v Ges evRvi eûg~LxKi‡Y M„nxZ
cÖ‡Póvi K_vI D‡jøL K‡ib|
w` BDGmwUAvi G¨v¤¦v‡mWi ‡d«v‡gb wUKdv Pyw³ mdjZvi mv‡_ m¤úv`‡bi Rb¨ evsjv‡`‡ki evwYR¨ gš¿x‡K
ab¨ev` Rvbvb| evsjv‡`‡ki Mv‡g©›Um BÛvwóª weKv‡k hy³iv‡óªi mn‡hvwMZv Ae¨vnZ _vK‡e e‡jI wZwb
Avk¦vm cÖ`vb K‡ib| KviLvbv wbivcËv I kÖg AwaKvi Dbœq‡b evsjv‡`k ‡h AMªMwZ AR©b K‡i‡Q Zv wZwb
m¦xKvi K‡ib| wZwb Av‡iv e‡jb 'We want Bangladesh to succeed'|
Ks‡Mªmg¨vb m¨vÛvm© ‡jwfb ZvRixb d¨vk‡bi AwMœKvÛ Ges ivbv cøvRv feb a‡mi welqwU e¨vcKfv‡e
hy³iv‡óªi wgwWqvq cÖPv‡ii welqwU D‡jøL K‡i Zv Dfq †`‡ki Rb¨ Wake up call (mZK© ms‡KZ) wn‡m‡e
wPwýZ K‡ib| wZwb evsjv‡`‡ki Mv‡g©›Um ‡m±‡ii AMªMwZi j‡ÿ¨ G¨vjvBÝ I G¨vKW© M„nxZ c`‡ÿc‡K
¸iæZ¡c~Y© e‡j D‡jøL K‡ib| evsjv‡`‡ki kÖwgK‡`i wbivcËv weav‡bi cÖ‡kœ eªvÛm I wi‡UBjvi
†Kv¤úvbx¸‡jv‡K evsjv‡`k cwiZ¨v‡Mi †Kvb avibv‡K wZwb KL‡bv mg_©b K‡ib bv e‡jI D‡jøL K‡ib|
AvÛvi ‡m‡µUvix ‡bv‡fjx D‡jøL K‡ib ‡h wRGmwcÔi g~j †cÖvMªvg Ks‡Mªm KZ„©K bevqb GL‡bv nqwb Ges
Zv bevqb nIqvi ci evsjv‡`‡ki wRGmwc myweav wd‡i cvIqvi my‡hvM ˆZix n‡e| Z‡e g~j wRGmwc
‡cÖvMªvg bevwqZ bv nIqv ch©šÍ mgqKvj wRGmwc G¨vKkb cø¨vb Gi Av‡jv‡K ‡hme Bmy¨‡Z cy‡ivcywi
AMªMwZ nqwb Zv‡K G¨v‡Wªm Kiv evsjv‡`‡ki DwPr n‡e e‡j wZwb gšÍe¨ K‡ib|
G¨vwm÷¨v›U ‡m‡µUvix wbkv wekIqvj evsjv‡`k I hy³iv‡óªi cvi¯úvwiK m¦v‡_© `yÕ‡`‡ki g‡a¨ Pjgvb
cvU©bvikx‡ci cÖksmv K‡ib| wZwb wiwRqb ewn©f~Z †`kmg~‡ni mv‡_ evwYR¨ cwigv‡bi Zyjbvq `wÿY
Gwkqvi †`k¸‡jvi g‡a¨ m¦í evwY‡R¨i welqwU D‡jøL K‡i B›Uªv-wiwRqbvj evwYR¨ e„w×i DciI ZvwM`
cÖ`vb K‡ib| cÖZy¨Ë‡i ‡Zvdv‡qj Avn‡g` evwYR¨, GbvwR© Ges Kv‡bKwUwfwU wel‡q AvÂwjK mn‡hvwMZv
Dbœq‡b evsjv‡`k KZ„©K M„nxZ wewfbœ c`‡ÿc m¤ú‡K© Zv‡K AewnZ K‡ib|

mKv‡j ‡eªKdvó wgwUs‡q evwYR¨ gš¿x b_© Av‡gwiKvb wi‡UBjvi G‡mvwm‡qkb Ges wewfbœ eªv‡Ûi
cÖwZwbwa‡`i mv‡_ Mv‡g©›Um †m±i wel‡q gZwewbgq K‡ib|
D‡jøwLZ ˆeVKmg~‡n evwYR¨ gš¿xi mv‡_ hy³ivóª¯n evsjv‡`k `~Zvev‡mi PvR© `¨v G¨v‡dqvm© †gvnv¤§` Avãyj
gywnZ, Kgvwk©qvj KvD‡Ýji †gvt kwdKzj Bmjvg, dvqvi mvwf©‡mi gnv-cwiPvjK weª‡MwWqvi ‡Rbv‡ij
Avjx Avn¤§` Lvb, wcGmwm Ges mswk−ó ‡ÿ‡Î evwYR¨ gš¿xi mv‡_ AvMZ cÖvB‡fU †m±i cÖwZwbwa`‡ji
m`m¨e„›` Dcw¯nZ wQ‡jb|
cÖmsMZ D‡jøL¨ ‡h, evwYR¨ gš¿xi mv‡_ AvMZ cÖvB‡fU †m±i cÖwZwbwa`‡ji m`m¨e„‡›`i g‡a¨ RvZxq
kÖwgKjxM †cÖwm‡W›U ïKi gvngy`, wewRGgBG †cÖwm‡W›U ‡gvt AvwZKzj Bmjvg, dv÷© fvBm ‡cÖwm‡W›U
kwn`yj AvwRg Ges we‡KGgB Gi dv÷© fvBm ‡cÖwm‡W›U ‡gvnv¤§` nv‡Zg AšÍf~©³ i‡q‡Qb| evwYR¨ gš¿x
AvMvgx e„n¯úwZevi K¨vwcUj wn‡j Av‡iv K‡qKRb ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Ks‡Mªmg¨v‡bi mv‡_ ˆeVK ‡k‡l weKv‡j
wbDBqK© Gi D‡Ï‡k¨ iIqvbv Ki‡eb Ges AvMvgx 14 Ryb Zvwi‡L eó‡bi nvfvW© BDwbfvwm©wU‡Z
evsjv‡`‡ki Mv‡g©›Um †m±i msµvšÍ †mwgbv‡i †hvM`vb Ki‡eb|
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