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Bangladesh Embassy in Washington, DC celebrates ‘Pohela 
Boishakh’ 

  
The Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington, DC celebrated Pohela Boishakh , 
the Bangla New Year 1421 today (April 13, 2014) in a grand fashion at 

the Bangabandhu auditorium of the Embassy. The key attraction of the 
program was an elaborate cultural show highlighting some distinct aspects of 

Bangla New Year celebration. The central theme of the program was about 
instilling a sense of belongingness for Bangladesh among the young 

generation Bangladeshi-Americans living in the USA as well as upholding the 

ideas of syncretism and assimilation, values intricately linked with the 
celebration of Pohela Boishakh. The Embassy officials, their family members 

and leading cultural organizations of Bangladesh Diaspora based in the 
greater Washington area namely BCDDI Bangla School, Dhroopad,   Ektara, 

Friends and Family, and Je Shur Baje Amar Prane took part in the cultural 
show. Hon’ble Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, who is now in the 

USA leading a delegation to the World Bank Spring Meeting, attended the 
program along with all the delegation members. The cultural show began 

with the signature Bangla New Year song by Rabindranath Tagore “Eso he 
Boishakh Eso Eso”. It was followed by a variety of dance performances and 

songs portraying a mosaic of Bangladesh culture composed of folk, modern, 
mystic and band streams. 

  
In his welcome remarks, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA and State 

Minister Mr. Akramul Qader elaborated on the illustrious history of Bangla 

New Year celebration and how it transited from rural Bangladesh to the 
urban areas including the metropolis of Dhaka. He highlighted the secular 

characteristics of the celebration as well as its impacts on the social 
makeover of Bangladesh, particularly its influence on the amazingly tolerant 

Bangladesh society for peoples of different backgrounds and religions. 
Ambassador Qader hoped that the celebration of   Pohela Boishakh at the 
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Embassy and other parts of the USA will play an important role in educating 

our younger generation about the rich culture and history of Bangladesh. 
  

This year, on the New Year day celebration,   Ambassador Qader  recognized 
a talented young artist in Washington, DC named Priyanka Bose for her 

outstanding contribution to Embassy’s efforts to promote Bangladesh culture 
in the USA. She was awarded a certificate as well as a commemorative coin 

issued by Bangladesh Bank in connection with the celebration of the 150th 
birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. As part of Embassy’s relentless 

efforts to encourage younger generation Diaspora members to learn Bangla, 
Ambassador Qader also handed over free Bangla books published by 

Bangladesh Text-Book Board to BCDDI-Bangla School president. This is for 
the first time in BCDDI-Bangla school’s history to receive free text books 

from Bangladesh Government, an example Ambassador Qader vowed to 
carry forward. 

  

In his remarks to the audience, Hon’ble Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul 
Muhith expressed deep satisfaction at the enthusiastic participation of the 

Diaspora members in Embassy’s celebration of Pohela Boishakh. Tracing 
back to the history of Pohela Boishakh, he offered a fascinating narrative of 

Pohela Boishakh’s relevance in every sphere of the life of the people of 
Bangladesh. He thanked Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA for hosting the 

Finance Ministry delegation at the Embassy on the Bangla New Year Day. 
  

  
A large number of Bangladeshi nationals and members of Bangladesh 

Diaspora, businessmen, and journalists were present on the occasion.Guests 
were served with traditional Bangladeshi food. 
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