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Embassy of Bangladesh continues its efforts for retaining US-GSP

As part of the Embassy’s efforts to retain US-GSP, today, Ambassador Akramul Qader
held two separate meetings with Congresswomen Betty McCollum and Congressman
Adams Schiff. Besides, Deputy Chief of Mission Mr. Abdul Muhith called on Mr.
Nicholas Dean, Senior Director for South Asia, National Security Staff, White House
with the same agenda.
During the meetings with Congressmen, Ambassador Qader explained at length the
possible catastrophic effects of GSP withdrawal, the harm it can cause to the
Bangladesh’s brand name and more importantly to the millions of women workers of the
country. The Ambassador stressed that though Bangladesh’s principal export item, i.e.
readymade garments (RMG) is not covered under the GSP, Bangladesh’s removal from
the list of beneficiary countries would create serious branding concern for the country.
The Ambassador then enlightened the Congressmen on the initiatives of the
Government to advance labour welfare which include, setting up task forces to
implement safety and compliances in the factories, allowing collective bargaining by the
workers in RMG and EPZs, enhancing skills, providing daily needs at a subsidized rate
and so on. He noted that Bangladesh’s factory compliance issue needs to be assessed
in the light of socio-economic realities, people’s per capita income, labors skills, cost of
import goods, price of garment products in the retail stores and related issues. Referring
to the recent tragic fire incident at Tazreen Fashions, the Ambassador mentioned that, it
was purely an accident and the Government has taken all-out measures to compensate
the victims’ families and punish those responsible for such negligence.
Both the Congressmen paid serious attention to the Bangladesh Ambassador’s briefing
and assured that they would take up the issue at appropriate level of the US authorities
so that the GSP issue is resolved taking Bangladesh’s best interest into account.

In another meeting with Mr. Ncholas Dean, Mr. Abdul Muhith, Deputy Chief of Mission
highlighted numbers of initiatives by the Bangladesh Government to address the labour
compliance issue. Mr. Muhith informed the US high official that the concerned agencies
in Bangladesh have been working together to come up with a concrete response to the
AFL-CIO’s latest petition. Mr. Dean, in response, expressed his appreciation of
Bangladesh Government’s positive intent and advised Bangladesh to formulate a timebound and forward-looking proposal to improve labour situation. Mr. Dean assured of
his support to the effect of Bangladesh’s retention of GSP.
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BDGm-wRGmwc Ae¨vnZ ivL‡Z evsjv‡`k `~Zvev‡mi cÖ‡Póv
BDGm-wRGmwc Ae¨vnZ ivL‡Z IqvwksUb¯’ evsjv‡`k `~Zvev‡mi Pjgvb cÖ‡Póvi
Ask wn‡m‡e hy³iv‡óª wbhy³ evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~Z Rbve AvKivgyj Kv‡`i AvR `yRb cÖfvekvjx
Ks‡MÖm m`m¨ Betty McCollum Ges Adam Schiff Gi mv‡_ c…_K `ywU ˆeV‡K
wgwjZ nb| cvkvcvwk wgkb Dc-cÖavb Rbve gynv¤§` Ave`yj gywnZ GKB wel‡q Av‡jvPbvi
D‡Ï‡k¨ †nvqvBU nvD‡Ri `wÿY Gwkqv welqK DaŸ©Zb cwiPvjK wgt wb‡Kvjvm Wxb Gi mv‡_
mvÿvr K‡ib|
‰eVKKv‡j ivóª`~Z AvKivgyj Kv‡`i wRGmwc myweavcÖvß ivóªmg~‡ni ZvwjKv †_‡K
evsjv‡`k‡K evwZj Ki‡Yi m¤fve¨ djvdj m¤ú‡K© Ks‡MÖm m`m¨MY‡K wek`fv‡e AewnZ
K‡ib| wZwb Rvbvb, wRGmwc myweav Zz‡j †bqv n‡j evsjv‡`‡ki e¨emvwqK mybvg ÿwZMÖ¯’
nIqvi cvkvcvwk †`kwUi jÿ jÿ bvix kÖwgK Kg©nxb n‡q covq Av_© -mvgvwRK †ÿ‡Î wech©q
†b‡g Avmvi m¤fvebv i‡q‡Q| wZwb D‡jøL K‡ib, hw`I evsjv‡`‡ki cÖavbZg idZvbx `ªe¨
ˆZix †cvkvK wRGmwc myweavi AvIZvf~³ bq Zv m‡Ë¦I wRGmwc myweav Zz‡j †bqv n‡j Zv
evsjv‡`‡ki mvwe©K idZvbx evwY‡R¨ eo ai‡Yi †bwZevPK cÖfve †dj‡Z cv‡i|
Av‡jvPbvKv‡j ivóª`~Z Ks‡MÖm m`m¨MY‡K miKvi KZ…©K kÖwgK‡`i Kj¨v‡Y M…nxZ
bvbvwea c`‡ÿc m¤ú©‡K AewnZ K‡ib †hgb, KviLvbvi wbivcËv msµvšÍ wewa weavb
evmÍevq‡b we‡kl Uv¯‹‡dvm© MVb, ˆZix †cvkvK wkí I Bwc‡R‡W kÖwgK‡`i mw¤§wjZ `i
KlvKwli AwaKvi cÖ`vb, kÖwgK‡`i `ÿZv e…w×, ˆ`bw›`b I wbZ¨ cÖ‡qvRbxq mvgMÖx

kÖwgK‡`i‡K we‡kl fZ~©wKK…Z g~‡j¨ mieivn BZ¨vw`| ivóª`~Z evsjv‡`‡ki KviLvbvmg~‡ni
gvb wePv‡ii †ÿ‡Î †`kwUi Av_©-mvgvwRK evmÍeZv, RbM‡bi gv_vwcQz Avq, kÖwgK‡`i `ÿZv,
Avg`vbx e¨q, ˆZix †cvkv‡Ki LyPiv g~j¨-BZ¨vw` welqvw` we‡ePbvq ivLv Avek¨K e‡j D‡jøL
K‡ib| G mgq wZwb m¤úªwZ ZvRwib d¨vkb&m G N‡U hvIqv gg©vwšÍK AwMèKv‡Ûi NUbvi K_v
D‡jøL K‡i e‡jb, GwU wbQKB GKwU `yN©Ubv Ges evsjv‡`k miKvi G `yN©Ubvq ÿwZMÖ¯’
kÖwgK‡`i cwievieM©‡K h_vmva¨ ÿwZc~iY cÖ`v‡bi cvkvcvwk G NUbvi Rb¨ `vqx e¨w³‡`i‡K
kvwmÍ cÖ`v‡bi e¨e¯’v MÖnb K‡i‡Q|
Dfq Ks‡MÖm m`m¨ AZ¨šÍ g‡bv‡hv‡Mi mv‡_ evsjv‡`‡ki ivóª`~‡Zi e³e¨ ï‡bb Ges
evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ wRGmwc myweav Ae¨vnZ ivLvi welqwU gvwK©b KZ…©c‡ÿi h_vh_ ch©v‡q
DÌvc‡bi Avk¦vm †`b|
Ab¨w`‡K wgkb Dc-cÖavb Rbve gywnZ gvwK©b DaŸ©Zb Kg©KZ©v wb‡Kvjvm Wxb Gi mv‡_
AbywôZ ˆeV‡K Labour Compliance wel‡q evsjv‡`k miKvi KZ…©K M…wnZ wewfbè D‡`¨vM
m¤ú‡K© Zv‡K AewnZ K‡ib| G mgq wZwb AFL-CIO KZ…©K United States Trade
Representative (USTR) Gi wbKU `vwLjK…Z wcwUk‡bi Reve cÖm‘ZKi‡Y
evsjv‡`‡ki mswkøó ms¯’vMy‡jvi mw¤§wjZfv‡e KvR Ki‡Q e‡j Rvbvb| Rbve wb‡Kvjvm Wxb G
mg‡q Av‡jvP¨ wel‡q evsjv‡`k miKv‡ii BwZevPK g‡bvfv‡ei welqwU Avg‡j †bb Ges
evsjv‡`‡ki kÖwgK‡`i gvbD‡bèvq‡b wbw`©ó mgqmxgvmn evmÍe I Kj¨vYgyLx GKwU cÖmÍvebv
cÖYq‡bi Rb¨ civgk© †`b| evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ wRGmwc myweav Ae¨vnZ ivLvi †ÿ‡Î wZwb
m¤fve¨ mKj mnvqZvi Avk¦vm ‡`b|
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