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Press Release
Dhaka-Washington Cooperation got a boost: Ambassador Ziauddin

Washington, DC 21 November 2017:
Bangladesh-US cooperation got a significant momentum due to the confluence of work agenda
and priorities, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Mohammad Ziauddin said.
Speaking at a reception marking the celebration of the Armed Forces Day Tuesday at Bangladesh
Embassy, he said the US government supports Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s endeavors to
modernize the country’s armed forces.
The Ambassador appreciated the US for its technical assistance in setting up BIPSOT and making
it into a globally reputed institute for training UN peacekeepers.
The US has also provided Bangladesh with hardware assistance and military training to enhance
professionalism of the country’s armed forces, now recognized the world over.

The US Deputy Director for Policy and Partnership on the Joint Staff, Brig Gen Hubert C. Hegtvedt
spoke as guest of honor while Defense Attaché of the embassy Brig. Gen. Mohammad
Shamsuzzaman, aowc, psc delivered welcome address.
Ambassadors, senior officials from Pentagon, Department of State and other US organizations,
members of the Bangladesh Armed Forces, Bangladeshi diaspora and officials of the embassy
largely attended the event.
Ambassador Ziauddin said Bangladesh and the USA participated in the hallmark multinational
Disaster Response Exercise and Exchange and in the joint Navy Exercise Cooperation Afloat
Readiness and Training.
Furthermore, for the first time in the history of US-Bangladesh relationship, he said Bangladesh
army soldiers took part in joint “Exercise Tiger Lightning” held at Base Lewis McChord,
Washington.
The Ambassador hoped this professional exchange would continue in security, strategic and
development issues.
Saying that Bangladesh is proud of its Armed Forces for its sacrifices and contributions during the
war of liberation in 1971, he said the support being provided by members of the Armed Forces
to the brutally displaced millions of Rohingya cannot be overemphasized.
Brig Gen Hubert C. Hegtvedt said Bangladesh Armed Forces contributions to the global peace
efforts and countering terrorism is outstanding. Besides, he said, the Armed Forces’ ongoing
support to the distressed Rohingya people needs no introduction. It’s not only known to the USA
but is recognized worldwide, he said.
Defense Attaché Bring Shamsuzzaman said Bangladesh Armed Forces have earned reputation as
modern and professional military at home and abroad.
Video clips highlighting the significance of the Armed Forces Day were screened and a celebration
cake was cut at the reception.
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