Bangladesh News
Embassy of Bangladesh, Washington DC

January 2022

WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE: PRESIDENT ABDUL HAMID CALLS FOR JOINT-EFFORTS TO PROMOTE
GLOBAL PEACE
President M Abdul Hamid has called upon all to shun the path
of divisions, join hands and walk together on the path of
peace as he opened the two-day "World Peace Conference2021" in Dhaka on December 4. "We cherish peace with great
affection . . . And we are committed to attain, sustain, promote
and strengthen peace at all costs," he told the inaugural
function of the peace conference. Bangladesh hosted the
conference as part of celebrations of twin historic mega
events - - the Mujib Year, the birth centenary of the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the
Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh's Independence.

PRIME MINISTER CALLS FOR USING RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT, NOT ARMS

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the global community to use resources for universal and sustainable development, not for arms, in
this critical juncture of the Covid-19 pandemic. "Let's go down in action, commit to universal peace," she told the closing ceremony of the
World Peace Conference held at Hotel InterContinental in Dhaka on December 5. Bangladesh hosted the two-day international conference
on the occasion of the birth centenary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the golden jubilee of the country's
independence as part of promoting a culture of peace and tolerance. The conference ended with the adoption of a 16-point Dhaka Peace
Declaration, emphasizing the importance of democracy, good governance, and the rule of law as critical factors for global peace and
stability. It underlined the need for social justice and inclusive development as central pillars of a stable, peaceful, and equitable society.

VISITING INDIAN PRESIDENT KOVIND INAUGURATES RENOVATED RAMNA KALI MANDIR
Indian President Sri Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the
renovated building of Ramna Kali Mandir (temple) in Dhaka during
her recent visit to Bangladesh. The Indian President opened the
temple by unveiling a plaque on December 17 last. He also offered
‘puja’ at the temple and exchanged greetings with the guests, the
temple committee members and the devotees. President Kovind
visited Bangladesh from December 15-17 to join the birth centenary
celebrations of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the Golden Jubilee celebration of Bangladesh's
Independence. The Pakistani occupation forces entirely destroyed
the temple during their planned military crackdown codenamed
“Operation Searchlight” on March 25 in 1971. There is a memorable
plaque with inscriptions of names of those martyred on the temple
premises during the Liberation War.

FOREIGN MINISTER URGES INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO IMPOSE ECONOMIC AND ARMS SANCTIONS ON
Foreign Minister Dr. AK Abdul Momen has urged the global
MYANMAR
community to impose economic and arms embargoes on
Myanmar to create an effective pressure so that the Southeast
Asian country takes back the Rohingyas from Bangladesh at the
soonest. "Bangladesh wants the international community to
impose economic and arms sanctions on Myanmar to put an
effective pressure so that the Southeast Asian country takes
back the Rohingyas from Bangladesh at the soonest," he said.
The foreign minister was addressing a seminar on the Rohingya
crisis organized by a magazine, DIPLOMATS, in Dhaka on
December 21. Dr Momen also shared the idea of forming a
coalition of friends willing to solve the Rohingya crisis, which
has been creating a huge problem for Bangladesh and the
region. Apart from putting pressure, he said, the friendly
countries and the UN agencies need to work for creating
conducive atmosphere in Rakhine State of Myanmar for
peaceful repatriation of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas.

FOREIGN MINISTER MOMEN AND SECRETARY BLINKEN AGREE TO STRENGTHEN BILATERAL COOPERATION
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dr. AK Abdul Momen have agreed to strengthen bilateral
cooperation for mutual interests of the two countries. During a
telephonic conversation on December 15 on the eve of
Bangladesh's 51st Victory Day, both renewed the resolve to take
the relationship forward further. Blinken and Dr. Momen also
agreed to increase engagement while celebrating the 50th
anniversary of establishing bilateral relations between the two
countries. The US Secretary of State reaffirmed their long-standing
partnership with Bangladesh on development, economic growth,
and security.

EMBASSIES OF BANGLADESH AND INDIA IN WASHINGTON DC JOINTLY CELEBRATE THE FRIENDSHIP DAY

The Embassy of Bangladesh and the Embassy of India in Washington DC jointly celebrated ‘Maitree Dibas’ (Friendship Day) on
December 6 last. On the occasion, a reception was accorded at the Bangladesh Embassy as part of the joint commemoration of
the historic day. A number of high-ranking U.S. officials, diplomats, representatives of business houses and think tanks, and
distinguished members of the Bangladeshi and Indian diaspora attended the event. In his welcome remarks, Bangladesh
Ambassador to the United States M. Shahidul Islam said that the relations between the two friendly countries have been
deepened, matured, and expanded in many areas of cooperation over the years. Indian Ambassador to the United States
Taranjit Singh Sandhu, in a video message, said that India and Bangladesh share ‘comprehensive ties’ that have their origin in
the deep-rooted friendship between the two countries since the War of Liberation. The reception was followed by a cultural soiree
performed by Bangladeshi and Indian artistes.

BANGLADESH IS A REGIONAL LEADER AND AN ECONOMIC FORCE IN SOUTH ASIA; SAYS US STATE
DEPARTMENT'S SENIOR OFFICIAL

The Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington DC celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Victory of Bangladesh on 16 December with due
respect and enthusiasm. The day’s program started at 05:00 am by joining the live telecast of the oath-taking ceremony administered by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The Embassy officials also took the oath with the prime minister and the whole nation. At a reception held in
the evening, Ambassador M Shahidul Islam recalled with profound reverence the greatest Bengali of all time and the founding Father of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, three million martyrs and two hundred thousand women dishonored during the
Liberation War. The U.S. State Department’s Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Dean Thompson said, “in the coming year 2022, the USA
and Bangladesh will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of formal diplomatic ties. As we look forward to that important
milestone, I am pleased and proud of the progress the US-Bangladesh relationship made over the last 50 years.” “A regional leader and an
economic force in South Asia, as Bangladesh continues an impressive journey, let us work together to realize many opportunities in the next
50 years our partnership will surely bring,” he also said.

EUROPEAN CONTAINER SHIPS RESUME OPERATION AT CHOTTOGRAM PORT
A new horizon has been opened up for Bangladesh's export sector
as European container ships resumed their operations at
Chottogram Port recently. An Italian registered ship loaded with
containers amounting to 1,200 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent unit),
came from Italy's Civitavecchia Port and cast its anchor at
Chottogram Seaport on 23 December. The merchandise ship left
Chottogram Port three days after unloading different types of
imported items on December 25. Currently, container ships ply
from Chattogram port via Singapore, Colombo in Sri Lanka,
Tanjum Palapas and Kelang in Malaysia, and some ports in China.
Through these ports, export goods go to European-American
countries. This container transport service was launched at a time
when container transportation fares around the world have more
than tripled. With this new service, export products can be taken to
Europe in a short time. Chattogram Port handles more than 92
percent of Bangladesh's export and import cargoes. Over 2.8
million containers went to different destinations from the port in
2021 amid the coronavirus outbreak.

BANGLADESH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DC PUBLISHES TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR VISITORS TO BANGLADESH
The Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington DC has published an
updated travel advisory for the people planning to travel to Bangladesh. A
Bangladeshi citizen can enter Bangladesh with a valid passport
regardless of the validity period. Six months’ validity requirement is
applicable only when someone is leaving Bangladesh. Holders of US
passports with Bangladeshi origin can enter and leave Bangladesh within
the validity period of their passports regardless of the expiry dates. To
prove Bangladeshi origin, a copy of an existing or expired Bangladeshi
passport or dual nationality certificate or NVR or Bangladeshi NID or
Digital Birth Registration Certificate (having 17-digit number); or either of
these documents of the spouse or at least one parent is required.
Foreigners without Bangladeshi origin have to fulfill the six-month validity
requirement of their passports. Further information and necessary
contact details are available at http://www.bdembassyusa.org/index.php?
page=travel-advisory
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