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President Abdul Hamid Seeks More Canadian Investment in Bangladesh
President M
Abdul
Hamid has sought increased
Canadian
investment in Bangladesh as resident High Commissioner-designate
of Canada Lilly
Nicholls presented her credential to him at
Bangabhaban. “An investment-friendly environment is prevailing in
Bangladesh...So I urge investors to invest in different potential
sectors here,” President’s Press Secretary Md Joynal Abedin
quoted the President as saying during the meeting on February 2.
Welcoming the newly-appointed envoy,
the
President said
Bangladesh always maintains a very excellent relations with
Canada and the tie is gradually expanding in various fields,
particularly in trade and investment, with the country. He gratefully
recalled Canadian’s cooperation in ensuring duty-free- quota-free
market access of Bangladeshi products to
Canada,
terming
Canada as one of the largest export destinations.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Looks Forward to Taking Bangladesh-Australia Ties to New Height
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh looks forward to elevating
existing relations of Bangladesh and Australia to a new height for the benefit
of the people and economies as well as to securing a peaceful and
prosperous Indian Ocean region in the days to come. "We look forward to
emerging as key partners and elevating our relations to a new height for the
benefit of our people and economies as well as to securing a peaceful and
prosperous Indian Ocean region in the days to come," said the Bangladesh
premier in a message sent to her Australian counterpart Scott Morrison
marking the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two countries.
"On this auspicious occasion marking the 50 years of bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and Australia, it is my immense pleasure to convey
warmest greetings on behalf of the government and people of Bangladesh
and on my own behalf to the government and friendly people of Australia,"
said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in her message. Recalling with gratitude
Australia’s prompt recognition of an independent Bangladesh in January
1972, she said Australian assistance in the reconstruction of the warravaged Bangladesh and continuous socio-economic support in the following
decades have been immensely valuable to Bangladesh.

Foreign Minister Dr. Momen Calls for Building Stronger Coordination in Branding Bangladesh Abroad Correctly
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr. AK Abdul Momen MP has
called for building a stronger coordination amongst
stakeholders for branding Bangladesh abroad correctly
through identifying the country’s strengths as a nation. He
also highlighted the need for open, inclusive, and fact-based
programming for projecting a correct and aspirational image of
the country. The Foreign Minister made the remarks while
speaking at an inter-ministerial meeting of the Committee on
"Branding Bangladesh Abroad" on Preparation, Planning,
Implementation and Monitoring of Possible Challenges of
Bangladesh in the context of graduation from Least
Developed Countries. Prime Minister’s private industry and
investment adviser Salman F Rahman also attended the
meeting held at the foreign ministry in Dhaka on January 23.

Bangladesh Eyes $8B Monthly Apparel Export
Bangladesh's apparel manufacturers have expressed their firm
optimism of supplying readymade garment products worth $8
billion a month to international buyers after the country
consolidated its place in the global supply chain despite the
surge in the coronavirus pandemic. The government’s bold
move contrasts to many garment-producing countries that kept
shut factories to tame the raging virus. What is more, apparel
and textile entrepreneurs in Bangladesh have kept expanding to
meet the growing demand as economies return to normalcy.
Now, local apparel manufacturers are flooded with orders and
many global retailers and brands have moved orders to
Bangladesh from its competitor countries. For the first time in
the history of Bangladesh, the monthly export of garment items
crossed $4 billion in December, helped by rise in demand in
keeping with the global recovery from the severe fallouts of
Covid-19. “Bangladesh is gradually getting ready to cater
garment work orders worth $7 billion to $8 billion every month,"
Faruque Hassan, president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA), told a
dialogue organised by the Economic Reporters Forum (ERF) in
Dhaka recently.

UN Donates Another 10M of Pfizer Vaccine
The United States has donated an additional 10 million doses of
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccines to Bangladesh via COVAX. “With the
latest spike in COVID-19 infections, the United States is redoubling
our efforts to help Bangladesh turn the tide against this surge,"
said US Chargé d’Affaires in Dhaka Helen LaFave, according to a
press release of US Embassy in Dhaka. These doses will help
expand vaccinations for students and those who are awaiting their
first doses, while enabling vulnerable people to receive boosters to
protect themselves against the growing presence of the Omicron
variant, she added. The latest donation brought the total US
vaccine contribution to more than 38.6 million doses to Bangladesh
while the US government COVID-19 assistance to Bangladesh
exceeds $121 million. In addition to vaccine donations, the United
States continues to work closely with Bangladesh to support the
national COVID-19 vaccination campaign and strengthen the
government’s response to the pandemic, said the release.

Mission Holds Maiden Virtual Consular Camp
The Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington DC held a virtual consular
camp
through
its
official
Facebook
page
(www.facebook.com/BangladeshEmbassyUSA) at 11:00 am on 19
January 2022. Mr. Muhammad Abdul Hye Milton, First Secretary of
Passport and Visa Wing, discussed in detail the processes of application
for e-passport, MRP, Dual Nationality Certificate, NVR and travel permit
as well as replied to various queries in the live video program. Mr. Md.
Shah Alom Khokon, Counsellor (Political-I) of the Diplomatic Wing,
shared the recent initiatives of the Embassy in simplifying its consular
services and connecting with people. The video has already received
3.7K views. There have also been 302 reactions, comments, and shares.
The Mission will continue hosting such events regularly to reach out to
the Bangladesh diaspora living in the USA and assist them with the
necessary information.

Japan to Contribute $2M for Rohingyas in Bhasan Char
The government of Japan has decided to extend Emergency Grant Aid of
US Dollar two million to support displaced "Rohingyas" at Bhasan Char in
Noakhali district of Bangladesh. This contribution includes one million
USD to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
and one million USD to World Food Programme (WFP). Japanese
Ambassador to Bangladesh Ito Naoki said his government supports
steady and smooth operations of the international organizations under a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed between the Bangladesh
government and the United Nations in October 2021, which is a basic
framework of assistance for Bhasan Char.

Bangladesh a Model in Poverty Reduction
Bangladesh is one of the 17 countries that has successfully reduced poverty
and ended malnourishment in the last two decades. WhiteBoard, country's
first policy-driven magazine, says the list includes China, Malaysia,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, India, Sri Lanka, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Honduras, Ethiopia, Tunisia, Kyrgyz Republic, Greece, and
Kosovo. Renowned economist Dr Binayak Sen, in his article in WhiteBoard,
writes that both GDP per capita and GNI per capita attest to growth
performance of an economy. "Of all the 17 countries, the growth
decelerated in 16 countries in the late 2010s compared to early 2010s,
except for Bangladesh," the article reads. Apart from these two indexes,
Bangladesh has also displayed remarkable strides in minimising growth
volatility, said Binayak Sen, director-general of the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS), a development think tank. WhiteBoard is
published by the think-tank Centre for Research and Information (CRI) to
generate ideas for a comprehensive debate on critical national issues.
Bangabandhu's grandson and CRI Trustee Radwan Mujib Siddiq edits the
magazine.

Bangladesh-made Hyundai Cars Set to Hit Bangladesh Roads by 2022
Bangladesh-made Hyundai cars are set to hit Bangladesh
roads by this year as Korean automobile giant in cooperation
with a local technology firm is going to establish a carmanufacturing plant near Dhaka. Fair Technology Limited
(FTL), a subsidiary of Fair Group, has teamed up with the
Hyundai Motor Company to produce Hyundai's worldfamous cars at the Bangabandhu Hi-tech Park on Dhaka's
outskirt Kaliakair. "In order to provide locally-manufactured
cars at reasonable prices, we've teamed up with Hyundai.
We'll set a target to manufacture low-end sport utility vehicle
(SUV) to cater to customers' demands," Mesbah Uddin, chief
marketing officer of the Fair Group, told a press conference in
Dhaka recently. Mutasim Dayan, chief executive officer of
FTL, said the vision of FTL is to ensure a car for every
family. "To keep pace with the current era of modern
technologies, we'll start production of electric vehicles by
2023,"
he said.Becomes 2nd 'Made in Bangladesh' Smartphone Exporter
Symphony
Symphony has become the second Bangladeshi brand to export
"Made in Bangladesh" smartphones by sending its smartphones to
Apex Group of Nepal. "We started to export smartphones to Nepal
with 15,000 smartphones on 26 October last year. The 2nd
consignment was shipped on January 23 last," said Jakaria
Shahid, managing director of Edison Group, the parent company of
Symphony. Speaking at the export inauguration at Symphony
Mobile Factory at Ashulia on the outskirts of Dhaka, Shahid
informed that they are planning to grab handset markets of five
more countries including Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Oman and Nigeria by
2022. Earlier, local tech conglomerate Walton exported their first
consignment of smartphones to the USA on 1 March 2020 from
their Gazipur plant, setting a milestone for the country. Symphony
launched manufacturing smart and feature phones in 2018 at its
Asulia factory which can manufacture 10.2 million devices annually
with eight-stage quality controls. At present, the brand has a
demand of 7.2 million devices that include smartphones and
feature phones. Posts and Telecommunication Minister Mustafa
Jabbar, who attended the inauguration programme as the chief
guest, said: "Now Nepal is importing mobile phones from us, but
they will also manufacture mobile devices in their country soon.
Then, our engineers will go there to help them."

India Allocates Rs. 300Cr for Bangladesh in 2022-2023 Fiscal Year
India has allocated Rs 300 crore as financial assistance for
Bangladesh in the upcoming 2022-23 financial year. Indian
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the
allocation, which is up from Rs 200 crore allocated in the
outgoing (2021- 2022) fiscal, while presenting the budget in
parliament.

OC Prodip, Inspector Liakat to Walk Gallows in Sinha Murder Trial
A Bangladesh court has sentenced former Teknaf Police Station
officer-in-charge (OC) Pradip Kumar Das and Baharchora Police
Camp inspector Liakat Ali to death in the sensational Major
(retd) Sinha Md Rashid Khan murder trial. Cox's Bazar District
and Sessions Judge Mohammad Ismail pronounced the verdict
on January 31 in presence of all 15 accused at the crowded
courtroom. The court also sentenced sub-inspector Nanda Dulal
Rakshit, constable Rubel Sharma, ASI Sagar Deb, Nurul Amin,
Nezam Uddin and Mohammad Ayaz Uddin to life imprisonment.
Sinha was shot dead by police at the Shamlapur check post in
Teknaf of Cox's Bazar on the night of July 31, 2020.
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