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MESSAGE FROM  
AMBASSADOR AKRAMUL QADER  

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to our 
web journal.  This will be the first edition of 
our web journal since my joining in the 
Embassy in August 2009. Allow me to begin 
this journey seeking your goodwill, support 
and assistance in our nation building.  
 
As you are aware, this monthly journal is 
intended to keep our friends, well wishers 
and community members informed about 
important developments on Bangladesh, 
and to promote Bangladesh in an objective 
manner to the international community. I 
fervently hope that this journal will create a 
new connectivity between all of us to 
explore new level of understanding and to 
strengthen cooperation between the 
Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington DC 
and those who love to see a democratic, 
dynamic, dignified and vibrant Bangladesh. 
We, however, regret that there was an 
unintended delay in bringing out this 
edition for the months of September and 
October 2009.  
 
Now that we have a democratically elected 
government representing the aspirations of 
the people of Bangladesh, where do we 
want to go from here? Where do we want 
to see Bangladesh in the coming decades 
and decades to come? We want to keep 
you informed of all these in the days to 
come. In this process we would always 

appreciate and welcome your inputs, 
observations and suggestion to improve this 
effort.  
 
At the end of the day, our future lies in the 
connectedness as we live in a networked 
world. In  this world, the measure of power 
is connectedness. We could not but to work 
for a shift from the vertical world of 
hierarchy to the horizontal world of 
networks. The state with the most 
connections will be the central player, able 
to set the global agenda and unlock 
innovation and sustainable growth. I am 
here to appeal to you to help us to have 
this network. Your patience and 
perseverance, I hope, will ram through the 
alleys of mindsets and paranoia to make 
way for a digital Bangladesh for our 
children.  
 

Let us work for a ñDigital Bangladeshò.  
 



Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urges to 
make Bangla a UN language  

 

 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Saturday, 
26 September 2009 urged the international 
community to recognise Bangla as one of 
the official languages of t he UN citing its 
growing status. Addressing the UN General 
Assembly in New York, she said UNESCO 
recognised February 21 as the International 
Mother Language Day honouring 
Bangladesh's language movement in 1952. 
 
"The language Bangla is spoken by over 
250 million people worldwide, primarily in 
Bangladesh and the Indian state of West 
Bengal," she said, arguing the case. 
 
"The Bangladesh Parliament, therefore, 
recently adopted a resolution requesting 
the United Nations to declare Bangla as one 
of its official languages. 
 
"Given the rich heritage of Bangla 
language, and its singular place as a 
symbol of people's faith in the power of 
languages to sustain cultures, and indeed 
the identity of nations, I seek support of 
the membership of UNGA for its acceptance 
as an official language of the United 
Nations," said the prime minister, a 
graduate in Bangla. 
 
She delivered the address in her mother 
tongue, just as her father 'Bangabandhu' 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman did on Sep 23, 

1974.The UN has English, French, Russian, 
Spanish, Chinese and Arabic as official 
languages. Bangla is the sixth most spoken 
language in the world.  
 
Sierra Leone has accorded Bangla the 
status of second state language out of 
gratitude to Bangladeshis. Many roads and 
avenues in Sierra Leone have been named 
after Bangladesh which bears testimony to 
the success of Bangladesh, Hasina said. 
Most of them understand Bangla. 

 
Bangladesh Prime Minister offers 
more troops to UN Peace -Keeping 
Missions . 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is seen next 

to US President Barack Obama at a working dinner 
hosted by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on the 

sidelines of the UN General Assembly 
 
Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh  
Sheikh Hasina committed additional troops 
to the UN peacekeeping missions as 
President Barack Obama said that 
Bangladesh blue helmets not only enhanced 
the prestige of their country but also the 
honour of the United Nations. "We are a 
peace-loving nation and we are committed 
to global peace..éWe are helping the UN in 
doing the peacekeeping job as our own 
responsibility," She said this during a 
summit meeting on UN peacekeeping 
hosted by the US President on September 
24, 2009.  
 
It may be mentioned here that Bangladesh 
joined the UN peacekeeping mission in 



1988 and has sent nearly 82,966 
peacekeepers so far. During the period, 
Bangladesh peacekeepers have served on 
63 missions. It may be mentioned here that 
92 peacekeepers died while on duty and 
106 suffered injuries. Currently 9,549 army 
and police personnel are engaged in 
peacekeeping missions in 12 countries. 
Bangladesh is now in the second position 
with 8,082 soldiers and first in terms of 
police with 1,372 policemen. 

 
Prime  Minister urges more foreign 
investment in Bangladesh  
 

 
Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks at a 
meeting with the members of Pan Asian- American 

Chamber of Commerce in New York on September 

27, 2009.  
 
Prime Minister of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh 
Hasina invited foreign investors to make 
investment in Bangladesh in potential 
sectors like banking, energy, infrastructure, 
agriculture, agro-based industries and so. 
She made the call at a business meet 
dubbed 'Investment Summit Bangladesh 
2009' at Hotel Grand Hyatt in New York on 
September 27, 2009. The event was 
organized, by the Embassy of Bangladesh, 
Washington DC in cooperation with  the 
Consulate General of Bangladesh in New 
York and UTC Associates, when the Prime 
Minister was in New York in connection with 
her participation at the 64th UN General 
Assembly. Businessmen from the Pan 
Asian-American Chamber of Commerce and 
representatives of dozens of major US 
companies were present at the meeting 

where they exchanged views with the Prime 
Minister about the investment -friendly 
environment prevailing now in Bangladesh. 
Prime Minister's son, Mr. Sajeeb Wajed, 
also spoke at the conference. 
 
ñIn today's globalised world, the farsighted 
and wise are taking immediate advantage 
of opportunities for expanding their 
businesses. Surely, such opportunities exist 
today for investors in  Bangladesh,ò she told 
the participants. She informed the potential 
investors that  immense opportunities 
existed for new investments in capital 
market, banking, energy, infrastructure, 
agriculture, agro-based industries, textiles, 
outsourcing, manpower, pharmaceuticals, 
healthcare, biotechnology, light 
engineering, shipbuilding, tourism, 
information technology, education, among 
others. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
mentioned that her government wants to 
turn Bangladesh into a middle-income 
country by 2021 f or which foreign 
investment is a significant component. In 
this connection, she mentioned about 
several factors which already exist in 
Bangladesh's favour-a homogenous secular 
society, progressive democracy, market-
oriented economy, low-cost labour, 
entrepreneurial ethos of the workforce, 
strategic geographic location accessible to 
international land and air routes and a large 
domestic consumer market of 160 million. 
The Prime Minister noted that such factors 
prompted Goldman Sachs to include 
Bangladesh in its Next 11--after Brazil, 
Russian Federation, India and China--as 
one holding huge potential.  

 

 
 



 
US pledges support for democracy, 
economy: Foreign Minister Dipu Moni 
talks to Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton on wide range of issues  
 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has 
said Washington will continue its support to 
Bangladesh to strengthen democracy and 
democratic institutions, promote economic 
development and counter terrorism.  She 
also expressed her government's desire to 
work with issues relating to climate change, 
global financial crisis, human rights and 
improvement of skills of Bangladesh's law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
Secretary Clinton made the remarks during 
talks with Foreign Minister Dipu Moni in 
Washington on Wednesday, 16 September 
2009. ñWe are united by shared values, 
common interests, and a commitment to 
work together to strengthen democracy, 
promote economic development, deny 
space to terrorists, and create a more 
peaceful and prosperous future,ò she said 
after the talks.  The partnership between 
Washington and Dhaka is growing stronger, 
said Hillary. 
 
During the hour-long meeting, Dipu Moni 
and her counterpart discussed in detail the 
issues that are of concern to both the 
countries. Terming Bangladesh a model of 
empowerment of women and a country 
with strong secular and democratic 
heritage, Hillary said Bangladesh embodied 

the promise that President Obama spoke of 
in Cairo. ñWe are committed to work with 
you, with your government, and with the 
people of Bangladesh for a brighter future,ò 
she told Dipu Moni at the meeting.  
 
Dipu Moni briefed her about the 
parliamentary elections on 29 December 
2008 and the vision of the new government 
led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. ñOur 
resolve is to ensure rule of law, good 
governance, protect the inclusive and the 
pluralist nature of our society, promote 
women's empowerment, opportunities for 
the young and the disadvantaged,ò she 
said. 
 
Dipu Moni said the government's goal is to 
attain a level of socio-economic 
development that would elevate 
Bangladesh to a middle-income country by 
2021. ñWe need support and assistance 
from our friends, particularly from the 
United States,ò she said. 
 
The foreign minister discussed with Hillary 
various areas of cooperation between the 
two countries that include enha nced trade 
opportunities, US investment in 
Bangladesh, and cooperation in the area of 
counter terrorism and debt relief for 
Bangladesh. Dipu Moni requested Hillary to 
give Bangladeshi products duty-free and 
quota-free access into the US market and 
sought cooperation in deportation of the 
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. Some of them have reportedly 
been living in the US. 
Referring to her visit to Bangladesh, the US 
secretary of state said she met many 
dynamic women in positions of 
responsibility, and saw the way that 
pioneering micro-credit projects really 
invented in Bangladesh -- especially 
through the Grameen Bank -- helped 
women living in poverty gain self -
sufficiency and offered them a better life. 
She lauded the government's efforts to 



increase access to education for young 
girls. 
 
Terming the last parliamentary election the 
freest and fairest in the country's history, 
she said Bangladeshis now have the 
opportunity to build on this success and 
strengthen their democratic institutions. 
ñThe United States stands ready to work 
with Bangladesh. And we will work to 
enhance economic opportunities,ò said the 
secretary of state. 
 
She also discussed the possibility of a 
bilateral trade and investment framework 
agreement, which would make it easier fo r 
US companies and investors to expand their 
activities in Bangladesh and increase trade. 
Hillary thanked Dipu Moni for Bangladesh's 
leadership on a range of regional and global 
issues that include efforts to combat 
extremism, providing peacekeeping forces 
in trouble spots around the world, enhance 
food security and global health and address 
the threat of climate change.  
 
ñPresident Obama and I look forward to 
discussing these issues further next week in 
New York at the United Nations General 
Assembly,ò Secretary Clinton Added. 
 
The foreign minister briefed Hillary on the 
adverse impact of the climate change on 
vulnerable countries such as Bangladesh 
and stressed the need for collective action 
to cope with the challenge. Dipu Moni said 
she drew Hillary's attention to the increased 
cost of development endeavours due to 
climate change and underscored the need 
for developed countries' assistance in 
adaptation and mitigation.  
 
On the global financial crisis, Dipu Moni said 
they agreed that the challenges cannot be 
resolved by any single country and that 
there is need for concerted action.  
Replying to a question on duty-free access 
of Bangladeshi goods to the US market and 

the country's inclusion into Millennium 
Challenge Corporation, Hillary said they 
discussed both the issues along with many 
others in a very comprehensive discussion.  
ñCertainly with respect to the Millennium 
Challenge Account, the foreign minister 
recognised that circumstances have 
changed with the election of a new 
government in December. We are both 
young administrations and working hard to 
get established and proceed on the 
numerous goals that we share,ò Hillary said. 
 
With respect to the foreign minister's 
request for duty -free access, she said the 
two countries have a vibrant trade 
relationship now, and it has been growing, 
and they look forward to continuing to grow 
that trade.  
 
ñWe did specifically talk about the Trade 
and Investment Framework Agreement, 
which has been discussed between our two 
governments -- your trade officials along 
with our trade representative,ò said Hillary. 
 
Bangladesh Ambassador to US Akramul 
Qader, Director General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Mohammed Ali Sorcar, 
Deputy Chief of Mission of Bangladesh 
Embassy in Washington DC Sheikh 
Mohammed Belal and Press Minister at 
Bangladesh Embassy Akhter Ahmed Khan 
were present on the Bangladesh side. 
 
On the US side, Assistant Secretary of State 
for South and Central Asia Robert Blake and 
the secretary of state's deputy chief of staff 
Huma Abedin were present.  

 

 



 
Congres sman Patrick Kennedy to join 
Bangladesh Caucus  
 

 
 
Congressman Patrick Kennedy (D-RI), son 
of late Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
announced his joining to Bangladesh 
Congressional Caucus and assured his total 
support for congressional measures to ease 
tariff and debt burden on Bangladesh. 
Congressman Patrick Kennedy conveyed 
this to Dr. Dipu Moni, M.P, Honorable 
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh  during their 
meeting in the Capitol Hill on September 
30,2009.  
 
Bangladesh Foreign Minister conveyed 
heartfelt  condolences from  all freedom 
loving people of Bangladesh to late Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy and wished that 
Congressman shall continue to support 
Bangladesh in the same spirit. Mr. Sajeeb 
Wazed, son of the Nonourable Prime 
Minister, who was also present during the 
meeting, conveyed special regards of 
Honôble Prime Minister to late Senator. 
Terming late Senator as a trusted friend of 
Bangladesh, Mr.Sajeeb Wazed stated that 
Senator Kennedy shall remain in our 
thoughts and prayer at all times. He also 
narrated to Congressman how deeply 
people of Bangladesh recall contribution of 
his father to the freedom and sovereignty 
of Bangladesh. 
 

Congressman Kennedy expressed his 
utmost gratitude to the people of 
Bangladesh for their love and affection for 
late Senator. He assured that he will surely 
visit Bangladesh in due course to meet the 
wonderful people of Bangladesh. 
Congressman Kennedy, in an emotion laden 
voice, recalled how his father Edward M. 
Kennedy struggled for the freedom loving 
people of the world includi ng Bangladesh. 
The scion of this legendary political family, 
Congressman Kennedy assured his total 
support for the promotion of Bangladesh in 
the Capitol Hill and announced that he 
began this mission today with his joining to 
the Bangladesh Congressional Caucus. He 
also assured his help for knowledge 
networking with Bangladesh particularly in 
the field of Oceanography and hydrology. 
  
Congressman Kennedy also agreed to help 
Bangladesh to gain access to latest US 
satellite technology and imagery to make 
better use of marine resources. He, 
particularly, referred to the pool of research 
being conducted by Brown University, an 
Ivy League University in his constituency. 
He suggested better networking of 
Bangladesh scientists and researches with 
that of Brown University. Congressman 
Kennedy also appreciated the contributions 
of Alumni of Bangladesh in the U.S. Naval 
War College (NWC) in Rhode Island and 
hoped that this networking will strengthen 
in the days to come. 
 
Recalling his fatherôs life long fight to 
maintain separation of religion and the 
state, Congressman Kennedy wished all the 
best for the government and people of 
Bangladesh. Congressman Kennedy also 
extended an open invitation to Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to visit 
Kennedy Library whenever she visits USA 
next.   
 
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni highlighted 
different programs of perspective plans for 



making Bangladesh a middle income 
country by 2021 and sought his assistance 
for duty free export of products from 
Bangladesh. Mr. Sajeeb Wazed briefed 
Congressman about elements of road map 
for making a digital Bangladesh and sought 
Congressmanôs assistance in this regard. 
 
Congressman Kennedy readily expressed 
his readiness to help Bangladesh and 
desired Bangladesh Ambassador Akramul 
Qader to remain in contact with his office 
for further works in this regard. Bangladesh 
Ambassador to USA, Mr. Akramul Qader, 
who was also present during the meeting, 
thanked the Congressman for his strong 
support for Bangladesh and stated that he 
will remain engaged with the Congressman 
for the mutual benefit of our two people.  

 
 
Bangladesh on right track: US 
Ambassador  James Moriarty.  

 
Bangladesh, with its 
growing economy 
and success in 
integrating Islamic 
schools, can serve 
as a "tremendous 
advertisement" for 

democracy 
worldwide, the US 
envoy in Dhaka said 

on 15 October 2009. 
 
Ambassador James Moriarty, on a visit to 
Washington, renewed US assessments that 
December's elections that brought Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina back to power were 
the freest in the South Asian country's 
history. 
 
Speaking at the Asia Society, Moriarty said 
the nation long identified with dire poverty 
will easily maintain more than five percent 
annual growth thanks largely to the 

growing competitiveness of its textile 
industry. 
"In terms of the US i nterest, if you see a 
Muslim-majority democracy of 160 million 
people climbing out of the abyss of poverty 
and becoming a reasonably prosperous 
middle-class country, it's a tremendous 
advertisement for what the combination of 
democracy and free markets can do in the 
world," he said.  
 
Moriarty said Bangladesh may be able to 
offer lessons on how to integrate madrasas 
-- the Islamic schools that face criticism in 
parts of the world for graduating 
extremists. 
 
He pointed to Sheikh Hasina's offer to 
support so-called kawmi madrasas -- those 
independent of the government -- if they 
agree to adopt a national curriculum.  
 
The government hopes "instead of turning 
out kids who can only recite the Koran in 
Arabic and were only fit to teach other kids 
to recite the Koran in Arabic, we're going to 
have the madrasas adding to the national 
pool of talent," he said.  
 
But Moriarty acknowledged Bangladesh still 
had major problems including poverty, 
bitter partisanship and corruption.  
 
Moriarty said Bangladesh was making 
progress against corruption but that the 
scourge still "stymies democratic 
development." 
 
"It discourages domestic and foreign 
investment and, frankly, could potentially 
derail the government of Bangladesh's 
ambitious agenda for the next four years 
and beyond," he said. 

 
 
 
 
 



US Deputy Secretary of State James  
Steinberg terms Bangladesh as a 
ñmodelò  State  in South Asia. 
 

 
 
óôBangladesh is a model in South Asia and 
has the potential to become a middle-
income country soonôô- US  Deputy 
Secretary of State James B. Steinberg said 
this on Tuesday,1 September,2009 in 
Washington. He made this remarks  when 
he received a copy of the Credential Papers 
from Mr. Akramul Qader, Ambassador-
designate of Bangladesh to USA in a simple 
ceremony at the State Department. By 
virtue of this ceremony, Mr. Qader became 
functional as óôAmbassador-appointedôô, till 
presentation of his original Credential 
Papers to President Obama at the White 
House scheduled on 4 November,2009.  
 
Mr. Steinberg stated that he was 
encouraged to see the democratic transition 
in Bangladesh, and hoped that the historic 
relations between the two countries will be 
further strengthened during the tenure of 
the new Ambassador. Ambassador Qader 
briefed Deputy Secretary on the latest 
reform and development initiat ives 
undertaken by the Government of the 
Prime  Minister Sheikh Hasina and  assured 
that Bangladesh will live up to their 
expectation as a model country. While 
appreciating the track record of 
Bangladesh, Mr. Steinberg stated that 
Bangladesh should remain alert as 

perpetrators are always active in their bid 
to harm us. Ambassador Qader referring to 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasinaôs directive to 
show ñzeroò tolerance to extremism and 
proposal for forming a South Asian Task 
force on Terrorism, assured Mr.Steinberg of 
Bangladeshôs doing itôs best to deal with the 
issues of counter-terrorism. 

 
 
US applauds Bangladeshôs role in 
fighting terrorism  
 
The United States applauds Bangladeshôs 
role in fighting terrorism . Bangladesh and 
the United States have been cooperating in 
the area of counter-terrorism and will 
continue their work, with added impetus, in 
the days to come. The present government 
is committed to fight the menace. The 
Prime Minister herself had been the target 
of terrorist attacks many times in the past . 
This was stated by Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister Dr. Dipu Moni, M.P., when Mr. 
David S. Cohen, Assistant Secretary for 
Terrorist Financing at US Department of 
Treasury called on the Bangladesh Minister 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 
Bangladesh House in Washington, DC. 
 
Referring to last parliamentary election and 
the historic outcome in Bangladesh, Foreign 
Minister elaborated on how the people of 
Bangladesh completely rejected extremism. 
She said that the Government of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina has made it 
abundantly clear that her government is not 
going to tolerate this menace in any form. 
Highlighting regional dimension of this 
menace, Dr. Moni requested assistance and 
cooperation of US government. She 
particularly sought US assistance for 
capacity building of relevant forces and 
personnel in Bangladesh. 
 
The Assistant Secretary of State Mr. Cohen 
said that Bangladesh had been doing 
commendable work in fighting terrorism. He 



said that to effectively fight the menace 
cutting off of the financing of the t errorist 
groupsô funds is imperative. Mr. Cohen 
stated that fighting terrorism requires 
sharing of information. The Assistant 
Secretary of State showed keen interest in 
the steps being taken by the Government 
of Bangladesh and assured Bangladesh 
Minister of remaining engaged in the days 
to come. Bangladesh Ambassador to the 
United States Mr. Akramul Qader and 
Minister-Political Mr. Jashim Uddin of 
Bangladesh Embassy in Washington, DC 
were present at the meeting.  
 
The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh 
attended an Eid open house program at 
Bangladesh Embassy in Washington, DC on 
21 September 2009. On the occasion, the 
Foreign Minister warmly greeted the 
expatriate Bangladeshi citizens who joined 
the event along with their family members. 
She also conveyed the greetings of the 
Honorable Prime Minister. The Foreign 
Minister said that the expatriate community 
has been playing an important role in socio-
economic development of Bangladesh and 
urged everyone to continue their work for a 
digital Bangladesh by 2021. Bangladesh 
Ambassador to the US Mr. Akramul Qader 
also spoke on the occasion. 

 
 
Non -resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) 
urged to join nation - building task  
 
Bangladesh Ambassador to the United 
States Mr. Akramul Qader urged the non-
resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) to work for 
establishing a network to attain the goal of 
making Bangladesh a Digital Bangladesh. 
Speaking at the concluding session of the 
two day óConference on Ideas and 
Innovations for the Development of 
Bangladesh: the Next Decadeô held on 9-10 
October 2009, Ambassador Qader said that 
the government of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina assumed power with a clear vision 

of graduating Bangladesh into a middle 
income country by 2021. Elaborating on 
statistics and data, Ambassador Qader 
sought the assistance of the NRBs in the 
USA for creating a web of networks so that 
all can join their hands in this crucial phase 
of nation  building. The Bangladesh 
Ambassador lauded the organizers for 
holding the conference and said that the 
intellectual exercise will provide inputs for 
the policy makers and opinion builders in 
Bangladesh. Referring to Bangladesh-US 
relations, he said that Bangladesh will 
pursue its goals in the USA with the 
confidence it draws from the recent 
progress in bilateral relationship, the shared 
values, the goodwill and support that the 
relationship enjoys both in Bangladesh and 
the USA. Among others, US Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Mr. James Moriarty also spoke 
on the occasion. It may be mentioned that 
this is for the second time this conference 
was held at world famous seat of learning-
Harvard University. 
 
The conference held at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University in Boston, USA was organized by 
Bangladesh Development Initiative, USA, 
Democracy and Development in Bangladesh 
Forum, Harvard Kennedy School and Ash 
Institute for Democ ratic Governance and 
Innovation.  The conference was attended 
by high Bangladesh government dignitaries 
including the Economic Affairs Adviser to 
the Prime Minister Dr. Masihur Rahman, 
Adviser to Prime Minister for Power, 
Energy, Mineral Resources Dr. Tawfiq Elahi 
Chowdhury, BB, Member of Parliament Dr. 
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and Chairman of 
Board of Investment Dr. S A Samad. A 
large number of professionals from 
Bangladesh and the non-resident 
Bangladeshis living in the USA also 
attended the conference. The conference 
dealt with issues ranging from governance, 
investment, energy and environment, 
human infrastructure to media and culture. 



The two-day long deliberations were 
followed by recommendations on each of 
the topics discussed at the conference. 

 

Dhaka goes to UN tribunal to 
challenge neighborsô claim on 
maritime boundary  

 
Dhaka is going to submit the maritime 
boundary dispute to a United Nations 
tribunal to settle dispute over sea territory 
with India and Bu rma that has threatened 
its rights to explore gas in the Bay of 
Bengal. "We have decided to go for 
arbitration as the issue was not resolved 
through bilateral discussion with the two 
neighboring countries in the last 35 years," 
Dr. Dipu Moni , MP, Honorable Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh told a press briefing 
at the Ministry in Dhaka on October 8, 
2009. Bangladesh Foreign Minister added  
that the Government has decided to take 
the maritime boundary issue  to a 
compulsory arbitration under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
or UNCLOS, for a peaceful settlement. 
 
Her comments came hours after Foreign 
Secretary Mijarul Quayes handed over 
copies of the notification Bangladesh is 
making to the UN and claim of its sea 
territory to Indian High Com missioner Pinak 
Ranjan Chakravarty and Burmese 
Ambassador U Phae Thoan Oo formally at 
the foreign ministry in Dhaka.  
 
ñWe need to delimit our maritime boundary 
to explore and exploit oil, gas and other 
natural resources in the Bay to meet our 
challenges,ò the Foreign Minister said. The 
Foreign Minister also said the government 
would also keep the options for dialogue 
open, as both countries are "Bangladesh's 
friends. We remain committed to the on -
going negotiations with our neighbors."  
 
The move came as the Bangladesh 

government recently launched negotiations 
with two international oil companies (IOCs) 
--- ConocoPhilips of the United States and 
Tullow of Ireland --- to sign deals to 
explore oil and gas in three offshore blocks. 
Both India and Burma, which have made 
large gas discoveries in their parts of the 
Bay, recently lodged protests over Dhaka's 
move to grant exploration rights to the two 
companies, saying the three blocks 
overlapped their sea-territories. But the 
Bangladesh foreign ministry asserted its 
position  against the protests. "The claims 
of our neighbors have unfairly cut off a 
significant portion of our maritime area in 
the Bay of Bengalé..and it prevented us 
from exploring and exploiting oil and 
natural gas resources."-the Foreign 
Secretary said. 

 
 

Tri al of war crimes is our obligation: 
Amb.  Akramul Qader  
 

 
 
Trial of war crimes is our legal obligation, 
said Bangladesh Ambassador to USA 
Akramul Qader at a programme on October 
18, 2009. He said war criminals should be 
brought to book to serve j ustice to the war 
victims and to ensure a fair trial of the 
accused.  
He was speaking as a keynote speaker at a 
seminar on 'Bangladesh 1971: Addressing 
claims of war crimes, genocide and human 
rights violation' at Kean University in New 
Jersey, USA.  



 
Human Rights Institute and Bangladesh 
Study Group at Kean University hosted the 
seminar. 
 
Assuring that the trial will be fair and would 
meet international standard, Ambassador 
Qader informed the audience of the 
unanimous passage of a resolution on 
January 29, 2009 by the Bangladesh 
Parliament to try war criminals under the 
1973 International Crimes (Tribunals) Act.  
 
Referring to similar tribunals in countries 
like Cambodia, Ambassador Qader said 
Bangladesh had already sought assistance 
of UN experts on this issue in order to 
make the trial fair and transparent and to 
meet national and international legal and 
human rights standard.  
 
Kean University President Dr Dawood 
Farahi, Dr Kristie Reilly, vice president and 

dean of Graduate Studies, and Dr Henry 
Kaplowitz, director, Human Rights Institute 
of Kean University, also spoke. 
 
During the seminar, a number of survivors 
recalled stories of their sufferings during 
the war.  
 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to 
the UN Dr Abdul Momen, journalist and 
writer Shahriar Kabir, Mofidul Hoque, 
trustee of Liberation War Museum, 
Bangladesh, Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmed of 
Pennsylvania, Anis Ahmed of Washington 
DC, Faruque Chowdhury and Roger Clark of 
New Jersey, Prof Shelly Feldman of Cornell 
University, Suhail Islam of New York, David 
Matas of Canada, Winston Nagan of Florida 
and Dr ABM Nasir of North Carolina were 
also present. 
 
 

 



 

    
     Culture                                   Heritage                                         Tourism  

   

Bangladesh gets into UNESCO 
executive board  
 
Bangladesh has been elected member of 
executive board of UNESCO for four years. 
The election took place in Paris, UNESCO's 
headquarters.  
 
Bangladesh won the election bagging 142 
votes out of  193 member states. 178 
countries exercised their franchise. Other 
members of electoral group-4 include 
China, Vietnam, Japan, India and 
Kazakhstan.  
 
The 58-member executive board is 
responsible for implementing and 
formulating UNESCO's overall programmes 
and budget. A Bangladeshi delegation led 
by education minister Nurul Islam Nahid 
attended the 35th annual general 
conference of UNESCO.  
 
The minister urged the member states to 
vote for Bangladesh after highlighting the 
government's initiatives regarding culture, 
science and technology along with bringing 
a qualitative change in education system. 

 
 
Over 21,900 Durga Puja marquees 
come up across Bangladesh  
 
Over 21,900 `mandops' (marquees) have 
come up across Bangladesh as Hindus 
began Durga Puja celebrations, on 
Thursday, 24 September 2009. The number 

of marquees was higher than last year, a 
media report said. 
 

 
 
Honorable President Mohammed Zillur 
Rahman described Bangladesh as 'a bright 
example of communal harmony' and in a 
message on the occasion urged that all 
must work together to 'uphol d the 
tradition'.  
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
a message said: 'the government is pledge-
bound to uphold the spirit and values of the 
war of liberation. We are aware of our 
constitutional obligation to protect rights of 
people of all religions.' Opposition leader 
Khaleda Zia also issued a message wishing 
the Hindu community in Bangladesh. Durga 
Puja is the biggest annual religious festival 
of the Hindu community in which devotees 
worship the Hindu goddess Durga. The 
origin of public celebrations of grand Durga 
Puja, also known as Durgotsab, can be 
traced back to the 15th century.  


