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US help for Bangladesh to continue: 
President Barack Obama tell s 
Bangladesh Ambassador  
 

 
 

President Barack Obama poses for pictures during 

the Ambassador Credentialing Ceremony in the Oval 
Office, Nov. 4, 2009. (Official White House Photo by 

Lawrence Jackson) 

 
US President Barack Obama assured 
continued assistance for Bangladeshôs 
development works particularly in the field 
of education, health services and disaster 
management. The assurance came when 
Bangladesh Ambassador to the United 
States Akramul Qader presented his 
credentials on Wednesday (November 04, 
2009) to the US President at the Oval office 
of the White House. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the US President 
said: ñBangladesh-US relations exemplify 
the vision of a partnership in protecting our 
people from terrorist threat and from those 
who might wish to destabilize democracy.ò 
Obama welcomed, once again, the free, 
fair, and transparent elections in December 
2008 in Bangladesh and assured to help 
Bangladesh ñto extend its democratic 
roots.ò 
 
Bangladesh Ambassador Akramul Qader 
reiterated Bangladeshôs request for granting 
duty- free and quota-free access of 
Bangladeshi garment products to the US 
market. Ambassador Qader, while 

conveying greetings from the President and 
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh to 
President Obama, underlined the 
commitment to individual liberty and the 
cherished values of democracy, rule of law, 
respect for diversity and pluralism, shared 
by Bangladesh and the US. He reiterated 
the desire of Bangladesh government to 
further strengthen the multi -faceted 
bilateral relations between the two 
countries that have witnessed a remarkable 
transformation since the restoration of 
democracy in Bangladesh. 
 
Qader also highlighted Bangladeshôs 
vulnerability to challenges of climate 
change. Recalling his recent meeting with 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in New York 
during the UNôs General Assembly, Obama 
described her as a pragmatic, wise leader. 
Obama also recalled Hasinaôs invitation and 
assured that he was looking forward to visit 
Bangladesh. 
 
The US President warmly welcomed the 
Ambassador to the Washington DC and said 
Bangladesh, by virtue of her firm belief in 
democracy, remains a natural partner of 
the US. He highlighted the broad range of 
strategic interests and fundamental 
democratic values shared by the two 
countries. 
 
Referring to his Cairo speech, Obama 
reiterated his desire to see a Muslim 
majority Bangladesh where economy is 
ñrobust,ò educational opportunities are in 
ñabundanceò and international investments 
are in ñplenty.ò 
 
Earlier, Ambassador Qader was greeted 
with a guard of honor from a smart 
contingent of US Marines on arrival at the 
entrance of White House. 
 

 



 
 
 

Bangladeshôs impressive gain in 2010 
MCC scorecard.  
 
Bangladesh made considerable progress in 
terms of MCC (Millennium Challenge 
Corporation) scorecards released on 
November 10, 2009 in the USA. Bangladesh 
met MCC requirements in eight of 
seventeen indicators weighted by the MCC. 
This is a net gain of two additional 
indicators over a year. The US 
Governmentôs Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC)  released on November 
10, 2009 country-by-country indicator data 
measuring the policy performance of 86 
developing countries that are candidate for 
grant assistance from MCC in fiscal year 
2010. 
 
As per 2010 MCC scorecards, Bangladesh 
gained impressively in the broader category 
of governance and economic freedom. 
According to the report, Bangladesh has 
moved upward in political rights from 33% 
in 2009 to 60% in 2010, an impressive 
progress by 27%. Matching the progress in 
civil liberties Bangladesh made a dramatic 
progress from 46% in 2009 to 53% in 
2010.  In rule of law in 2009 Bangladesh 
received 57% in contrast to 60% in 2010. 
In óInvesting in Peopleô category 
Bangladeshôs Immunization Rates jumped 
from 70% in 2009 to 75% in 2010. In 
Natural Resource Management sub-
category under the same category of 
Investing in People, Bangladesh obtained 

41% in 2010 against 33% in 2009. Under 
the Economic Freedom category, 
Bangladesh made good progress in sub-
category Trade Policy as she attained 8 per 
cent this year compared to last year 
achievement of 4 per cent.  However, 
Bangladeshôs achievement in the category 
of ñinvesting in peopleò needs further boost 
for better outcome in the future.  
 
The Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) is a US government corporation 
designed to work to reduce global poverty 
through the promotion of sustainable 
economic growth. Bangladesh could make 
itself an MCC eligible country if it could 
maintain upward movement of the criteria 
covered by the MCC report. From this yearôs 
report it appears that Bangladesh made 
considerable progress in a host of areas 
which is reflective of the return to  
democracy through a free, fair and credible 
election in December last year and also the 
steps taken by the government of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Bangladesh 
Embassy in Washington, DC remained 
closely associated in disseminating 
information on Bangladeshôs achievements 
in various areas ranging from politics to 
economics to investing in people. 
 
Indeed, Bangladeshôs return to democracy 
has consistently received support from US 
administration. On November 4, 2009 US 
President Barack Obama lauded the desire 
of the people of Bangladesh for democracy 
and assured US support to help Bangladesh 
extending her democratic roots. President 
Barack Obama stated this during the 
presentation of credential ceremony of Mr. 
Akramul Qader, the newly appointed 
Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA. 
President Barack Obama affirmed that he 
ñis proud to have supported this effortò for 
Bangladesh. 



Bangladesh Prime Minister for 
concerted efforts to fight poverty in 
South Asia  
 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
said on 11 November 2009 that the South 
Asian nations have to fight against poverty 
jointly alongside maintaining good and 
harmonious relations for their overall 
development.  òWe have to make concerted 
efforts with our resources to fight poverty 
as it is the main enemy of the Asian 
region,ò she said while talking to reporters 
on board an air flight on her way back 
home from Thimphu, the capital of Bhutan.  
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina went to 
Bhutan on November 6 on a four-day state 
visit at the invitation of her Bhutanese 
counterpart Lyonchen Jigmi Y Thinley.  
 
Describing her visit as fruitful, she said it 
would play an important role in further 
strengthening bilateral relations with 
Bhutan, which recognized Bangladesh as an 
independent state immediately after the 
War of Liberation.  Bangladesh Prime 
Minister said, ñBhutan is the founding 
member of SAARC and we have the scope 
to learn many things from each other.ò  In 
this context, she referred to the 
transformation of Bhutan into a democratic 
and forward-looking state.  
 
During her visit, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina had extensive talks with her 
Bhutanese counterpart. Entire gamut of 
bilateral relations, including expansion of 
bilateral trade and business and the climate 
change issues, were discussed, she said. 
Stressing the need for people-to-people 
contact to further strengthening the 
existing friendly relations between the two 
countries, Prime Minister said, ñWe have 
already talked to India to establish road 
links with Bhutan and India responded 
positively.ò   
 
With the establishment of road connectivity 

with Bhutan, the two countries would 
benefit in terms of expansion of trade and 
business and increasing people-to-people 
contact, she added. 
 
When asked about joint efforts of 
generating hydro-electricity, Prime Minister 
Hasina said the matter came up during the 
bilateral talks with her Bhutanese 
counterpart.  òWe have to take 
environmental consequences into 
consideration while taking any projects,ò 
she said, adding that there was a prospect 
of buying electricity from Bhutan .  Referring 
to the importance of launching package 
programmes by Bangladesh and Bhutan for 
tourists, she said both the countries could 
be economically benefited as Bhutan has a 
slivery Himalayas and Bangladesh has 
golden sandy sea beach, the two most 
popular tourist attractions.  

 

 
Bangladesh set to eradicate poverty, 
eliminate extremism: Bangladesh 
Prime Minister   
 
Using education as an important weapon, 
Bangladesh is set to eradicate poverty, 

 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina gives away certificate of 

honorary doctorate to OIC Secretary General Prof Dr 

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu at the 23rd convocation of the 
Islamic University of Technology in Gazipur. Courtesy: 

PID, Dhaka. 



ensure food security and social safety net, 
eliminate extremism and face the fallout of  
climate change, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina said on 05 November 2009. 
 
Addressing the 23rd convocation of the 
Islamic University of Technology (IUT) in 
Dhaka, PM stated: ñI am urging you all to 
dedicate yourselves to establishing peace 
across the globe. Specially, I would tell the 
Bangladeshi IUT students to continue to 
keep contact with their foreign fellows and 
thus strengthen further the friendly 
relations among the countries of Muslim 
Ummah,ò she said.  
 
Secretary General of the Organisation of 
the I slamic Conference (OIC) Prof Dr 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, also chancellor of 
the university, was conferred an honorary 
doctorate by the IUT. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina as the chief guest of the 
convocation handed over the certificate of 
the Honorary Doctorate Degree to the OIC 
chief executive. Tabassum Aziz Hossain, a 
Bangladeshi student of Mechanical 
Engineering, was awarded OIC gold medal 
for scoring the highest Cumulative Grade 
Point Average (CGPA) among all the 
departments of the IUT.  
 
Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni MP and 
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid were 
present on the occasion.  

 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina  
glittering example of women's 
empowerment: Says US Ambassador -
at -Large Ms.  Melanne Verbveer.  
 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has 
established herself as a glittering example 
of global women's empowerment with her 
determined and relentless efforts towards 
the development of the womenfolk, US 
Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's 
Issues Melanne Verveer said on 12 
November 2009 during a meeting w ith 

Bangladesh Prime Minister at her office. 
Ambassador. Verveer, who was appointed 
by US President Barack Obama, coordinates 
foreign policy issues and activities relating 
to the political, economic and social 
advancement of women around the world.  
 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina through the 
ambassador invited US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton to visit Bangladesh. Ms. 
Verveer said she would convey the 
invitation to Secretary Hillary Clinton. The 
prime minister lauded Hillary Clinton for her 
effort towards  empowerment of women.   

 
At a program organized in association with 
US embassy, USAID, National Endowment 
for Democracy and NDI to mark the first 
anniversary of Bangladesh Alliance for 
Women Leadership (BDAWL) Ambassador 
Melanne Verveer said no country would be 
able to reduce the number of corruption  
from different sectors without empowering 
its women. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

US Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issues 
Melanne Verveer speaks at a programme at a hotel in 
Dhaka on November 12, 2009. Sitting from left are James 
F Moriarty, Ambassador Nasim Firdaus and Barrister 
Rabeya Bhuiyan. Courtesy: The Daily Star, Dhaka 



Bangladesh Prime Minister awarded 
Indira Gandhi Peace Prize and Indira 
Gandhi Gold Plaque 2009  

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
has been chosen for the prestigious Indira 
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development this year for her "outstanding 
contribution to the promotion of democracy 
and pluralism". An international jury with 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in 
the chair made the decision, the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Trust said.  
 
The announcement was made 0n 19 
November 2009 on the birth anniversary of 
Indira Gandhi who was assassinated on Oct 
31, 1984. The award, which carries a cash 
prize of Indian Rupee 25,00,000.00 and a 
citation, would be presented to her at a 
function to be held at a later date.  
 
The Bangladesh Prime Minister has been 
chosen for her "outstanding contribution to 
the promotion of democracy and pluralism, 
her determined drive to alleviate poverty 
and secure social and economic justice for 
her people through inclusive and 
sustainable development and her consistent 
commitment to peace", it said.  
 
After her re-election in December last year, 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina embarked on 
her "Vision 2021", aimed at t ransforming 
Bangladesh into a middle-income country 

by 2021, by eliminating poverty and 
inequity, the Trust said.  
 
As the prime minister of Bangladesh from 
1996 to 2001, she had launched a number 
of programmes to meet the basic needs of 
the poor and vulnerable sections of the 
population, through projects covering 
employment-generation, housing, health 
and food security, it said. Hasina "promoted 
peace by resolving a long standing 
insurgency (problem) in Bangladesh by 
concluding the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace 
Accord. Her global commitment to peace 
was manifested by her initiative that 
resulted in the adoption of the first -ever 
Resolution of the United Nations General 
Assembly on the Culture and Peace", the 
Trust said. 
 
The assassination of her father 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
other members of her family in 1975 
transformed her life and, indeed, "the 
political landscape of Bangladesh", it said. 
"A number of attempts on her life and 
subsequent imprisonment only 
strengthened her resolve to restore 
democracy, peace and political stability in 
her country," it added.  
 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
has also been selected to be conferred the 
Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque 2009 for 
significant contribution towards human 
progress. The Asiatic Society, Kolkata 
awards Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque annually 
to an eminent person of global repute for 
significant contribution to international 
understanding or human progress or for 
inter-cultural cooperation. Indian High 
Commissioner to Dhaka Pinak Ranjan 
Chakravarty during his farewell call on 
prime minister at the Prime Minister's Office 
on 13 December 2009 handed over a letter 
of the Asiatic Society to her in this regard.  
 



Mother Teresa and Nelson Mandela were 
awarded with the plaque in 1987 and 1989. 
Other recipients of the Plaque were Dr 
Javier Perez de Cuellar (1988), Rev 
Desmond Tutu (1990), Yasser Arafat 
(1993), Aung San Suu Kyi (1995), Dr 
Gabriel Garcia (1998), Gunter Grass (1999), 
Fidel Castro (2000), Ernst Steinkellner 
(2006), Pranab Mukherjee (2008), Dinkar 
Kowshik (2007), Somnath Hore (2004), 
Ustad Bismillah Khan (2003), Pandit Ravi 
Shankar (2001), Prof Amartya Sen (1994).  

 
US President called Bangladesh Prime 
Minister: US to stand by Bangladesh  
 
US President Barack Obama phoned Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina on 14 December 

2009 and hoped that she would play an 
important role in the Copenhagen climate 
summit. President Obama assured her that 
the US government would stand beside 
Bangladesh in its battle against climate 
change issues. 
 
Bangladesh Awami League's Joint General 
Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif told this to 
reporters at the Zia International Airport 
after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's 
departure for the summit. US President 
Obama's assurance came three days after 
UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown extended 
his country's support to Bangladesh for its 

position in the ongoing climate talks. The 
US president assured the Bangladesh Prime 
Minister of his government's support in 
getting the adequate climate change 
adaptation fund, Mr. Hanif said.  
 
The US President said he would try to 
convince two neighbouring countries of 
Bangladesh--India and China--so that they 
would talk in favour of Bangladesh in the 
Copenhagen summit, Mr.Hanif added. 
Bangladesh Prime Minister left Dhaka on 14 
December 2009 for Copenhagen, the 
capital of Denmark, to attend the ongoing 
UN Climate Change Conference and 
returned to Dhaka on 21 December 2009 
after attending the summit.  
 

 
Bangladesh seizes global spotlight  
 

 
Bangladesh has drawn the attention of the 
global community during the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Copenhagen through 
a successful 'climate diplomacy' under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
State Minister for Forests and Environment 
Hasan Mahmud MP said this on return from 
Copenhagen, also acknowledging that the 
summit did not achieve the best possible 
outcome. 
 
During a news briefing held at the ministry 
office the day after returning from 
Copenhagen, the state minister observed, 
"It cannot be said that Bangladesh is fully 



satisfied with the outcome o f the 
conference. But it is more important that 
the world's major economies have agreed 
to work towards curbing global 
temperatures." 
 
Mr. Hasan Mahmud  commended the prime 
minister's efforts saying, "A successful 
climate diplomacy has been achieved under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina and Bangladesh has drawn the 
attention of the global community." The 
state minister urged world leaders to reach 
a legally binding treaty during next year's 
COP-16, which will be held in Mexico.  
 
The State Minister said it was established 
during the summit that Bangladesh is the 
country most vulnerable to climate change 
and that it will therefore request 15 per 
cent of the $30 billion adaptation fund, 
which will become operational in January. 
Mr. Hasan said he also expects further 
bilateral assistance from countries with 
whom Bangladesh has close ties.  
 
The state minister said that the government 
could use the funds to set up a large 
number of cyclone shelter centers, to 
construct new coastal embankments and to 
repair 11,000 kilometers of embankments. 
He gave the assurance that all the funds 
would be spent in a transparent manner.  
Leading economist and environment 
specialist Dr Quazi Khaliquzzaman Ahmed 
also spoke during the briefing. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Climate change: Bangladesh needs 
urgent help :French parliament told  
 

Bangladesh's vulnerability to global 
warming was eloquently discussed in 
French National Assembly 0n 02 December 
2009. France and Brazil made a joint push 
at the Copenhagen climate change 
conference for adopting a financial 
framework to address the adverse impacts 
of the climate change on the most risky 
countries in Asia and Africa. 

 
PBSôs documentary on 

Bangladesh: Water world. 
Duration: (25:35) , Premiere 

Date: 10/22/2009   

Is climate change turning coastal 
countries into water worlds? NOW 
travels to Bangladesh to examine 
some innovative solutions being 
implemented in a country where 
entire communities are inundated by 
water, battered by cyclones, and 
flooded from their homes.  Courtesy: 
PBS, USA. 

 

http://video.pbs.org/video/1305543836/


 
French Minister for Ecology and Sustainable 
Development Jean-Louis Borloo, who visited 
Bangladesh last month to see the 
devastating impact of climate change, 
raised the debate at a special parliament 
session to finalize France's position at the 
COP15 in Copenhagen.  
 
French Foreign Minister Bernard Kuchner 
and Minister of Economy Christine Legarde 
have been strongly promoting an idea of 
Innovative Financial Mechanism to set up a 
dedicated fund to support the mitigation 
and adaptation to climate change. They 
think that a nominal five cent tax on 1,000 
Euro in international financial transactions 
could raise a fund of 35 billion Euro every 
year. This could generate new money to 
support adaptation projects in most 
vulnerable countries.  
 
Bangladesh government estimated $10 
billion as immediate need to implement its 
projects for adaptation to clim ate change. 
There is a strong belief among French 
politicians and officials that the Copenhagen 
summit must be successful if the world 
leaders could make political commitment to 
cut the carbon emission within the set 
targets to promote clean energy. They 
welcome China's voluntary announcement 
to cut carbon intensity of its economy by 40 
percent by 2020 and US President Obama's 
indication to cut greenhouse gas in phases. 
 

 
Going  Green:  
Bangladesh Prime Minister Office 
thrives on green energy  
Single largest solar power system 
installed  
 
The country's single largest solar power 
system so far, has been installed at the 
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) in a move to 
encourage green energy expansion. The 
system with a peaking capacity of 

generating 21.6 kilowatts, is  now operating 
on a trial basis. 
 
Installed by a local private firm Rahimafrooz 
Renewable Energy Ltd, for a contract value 
of about Tk 99,00,000.00, it now awaits 
formal inauguration, the officials said. 
Energy experts hailed the initiative saying 
installation of a solar power system at the 
PMO is indicative of the government's 
seriousness about increasing power 
generation through renewable sources, at a 
time when conventional energy sources 
such as gas and coal are becoming scarcer. 
 
The move followed a government decision 
for establishing solar power units in all 
public and semi-government offices to 
promote expansion of renewable energy 
from the sun, wind, biomass, and biogas -- 
with an aim to meet 5 percent of the 
country's total power demand by 2015, an d 
10 percent by 2020. At present, 
contribution of renewable energy to overall 
power generation is less than one percent, 
with solar power home systems installed 
mainly in off -grid areas, which is the 
current leading green energy generator in 
the country.  
 
By the end of October this year, more than 
4 hundred thousands solar power units 
were installed in different parts of the 
country generating over 20 megawatts of 
electricity, according to state-owned 
financial institution Infrastructure 
Development Company Ltd (IDCOL).  
 

 
Solar panels light up remote 
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)  
 
Electricity generated from solar panels in 
remote parts of Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(CHT) is helping indigenous communities to 
involve themselves in new income-
generating activities.  
 



Traditional income sources of the hill people 
are fishing, jhum cultivation (shifting 
cultivation)  and selling daily labour. But 
they are now rearing goats and cows, 
weaving clothes and making bamboo 
baskets in the extra hours into the ni ght 
thanks to power generated by solar panels.  
 

 
Bangladesh readies flood -tolerant 
rice: 3 varieties to prevent a million 
tonnes of crop loss a year  
 
Bangladesh is set to officially release three 
flood-tolerant rice varieties that would help 
farmers prevent up to a million tonnes of 
nnual crop loss caused by flash floods, 
researches said.  
 
Officials concerned said that these rice 
varieties with submergence-tolerant gene, 
known as Sub1, can withstand two weeks 
of complete submergence. 
 
The flood-tolerant versions of the high-
yielding varieties (HYVs), popular with 
farmers and consumers, that are grown 
over huge areas across Bangladesh are 
effectively identical to their susceptible 
counterparts but those recover after severe 
flooding to yield well.  

 

 

 
Government committed to graduate 
Bangladesh to a middle - income 
economy by 2021: Bangladesh 
Ambassador to USA at Asia Society  

 
Bangladesh is a 
country of great 
promise. The 
present government 
of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina is 
working to graduate 
Bangladesh to a 

middle-income 
country by 2021. The Government is also 
committed to transform Bangladesh to a 
Digital Bangladesh to take the benefits of 
modern day information technology to the 
people. Bangladesh Ambassador to the 
United States Mr. Akramul Qader said this 
on December 14, 2009 in Washington, DC 
at Ambassador Welcome Lunch Series 
organized by leading global and pan-Asian 
organization Asia Society.  
The Bangladesh Ambassador said that in 
this task Bangladesh needed cooperation of 
the friendly countries such as the USA. 
Referring to the recent interactions 

 
The solar panel on a tin-shed house of a Marma 

family at Aungsajai Karbari Para in Rangamati helps 

them earn better income while children learn 
lessons at night. Many indigenous people in hill 

areas now use such solar panels. Photo Courtesy: 
The Daily Star, Dhaka. 

 


